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Insurance partner Adrian Flux has
recently been working on their
Forever Cars project.

This forms part of their website and
would surely welcome contributions
from loving Speedster and Spyder
owners! The cars they feature are
ones their owners can’t bear to sell.
They are more than mere machines
and hold an emotional value beyond
money. They’re part of the family,
lovingly cared for over many decades;
they’ve carried sons and daughters to
weddings, courting couples on holiday
- and hold the memories of loved and
lost parents in their very fabric.
www.adrianflux.co.uk/forever-cars
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Rob’s Ramblings

Club Administrator

Rob Jones

. . . although not under
the affluence of incohol,
Rob has been
truly legless . . .
There won’t be any pictures of beautiful classic cars spotted at various car shows
this time around, as I managed to fall off my mountain bike and badly damage my
leg (don’t say anything, my wife has said it all – probably justifiably – about
mountain biking at my age). The result is I have spent most of the summer on
crutches. So this time I shall be writing about future AGMs, pictures on walls, tax
exemption - and the world’s oldest Porsche.
By the time you read this article the 2018
AGM will be recent history and we should
start thinking about venues for the 2019
AGM. It‟s good to move the venue around
the country, so I thought next year it should
be the turn of the Midlands or South East.
Thoughts I have are the National
Motorcycle Museum in the West Midlands
or the National Helicopter Museum in
Weston-super-Mare. No doubt other
suggestions will have been made at this
year‟s AGM, but I would like to hear as
many suggestions as possible so please let
me know at:
admin@speedstersandspyders.org.uk.
Many years ago I bought a set of ten black
and white prints of Speedsters and
various other 356 models, which I framed
and which now hang on one of our walls.
The set of prints covers most models
ranging from the first Speedster to the
356C Cabriolet and, in my view, makes a
most attractive feature. I bought the prints
off Ebay for, if I recall correctly, less than
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(apologies to those members who are also
Telegraph readers, but I thought this would
be of general interest). The following is just
a brief flavour of the article. In 1947 – and
after re-starting their business following
prison sentences for collaboration during
the Second World War – Ferdinand
Porsche and his son Ferry started work on
a sports car, utilising as many VW Beetle
mechanical components as possible.
However, the prototype was built up in a
mid-engined configuration with the gearbox
behind the engine rather than in front as in

ten dollars. Mind you, they may be a little
more expensive now. As I write, one print
alone – admittedly framed – is for sale on
Ebay for $199.99!
This year Porsche is celebrating its
70th birthday (or strictly speaking, the
70th anniversary of the first car that
Porsche designed and built under its own
name: the 356 Number One). In mid-July
the Daily Telegraph had a feature on this
the Beetle, or indeed as
with all the production 356
models. With an 1131cc
engine generating 35 bhp
performance is slow by
modern standards – in
fact the writer recalls that
at one point during the
drive he was overtaken by
a moped! In September
1948, Porsche received
an export licence and in
December 1948 Number

Brooklands
One became the first officially registered
Porsche. [That reminds me of the occasion
long ago, with Yvonne and Tricia on board,
when we were overtaken by an elderly man
on a bicycle while negotiating a local steep
hill in a Messerschmitt KR200
convertible ... Ed]
There‟s often something of interest in the
FBHVC’s newsletter and the latest issue
is no exception. There is a large amount of
detail about MoT exemption of vehicles
built over 40 years ago and not
substantially changed. As
you will recall from previous
articles, this excludes our
Speedsters and Spyders
(even those which are tax
exempt). Confusing, isn‟t it
– two different sets of
regulations using different
definitions for historic
vehicles. There is much
more detail in the full article
in the FBHVC newsletter,
which is available to all
members and can be
accessed at: fbhvc.co.uk/
members-pages/newsletterarchive/.
Another article in the newsletter which, at
present, will probably be of direct interest
only to London based members, discusses
the London Ultra Low Emissions Zone. It
includes a quote from a Transport for
London Letter which confirms that vehicles
registered with DVLA and taxed in the
„historic vehicle‟ tax class will be exempt
from the London Ultra Low Emission Zone
(ULEZ). That should therefore include all
Speedsters and Spyders that are exempt
from road tax. Vehicles that meet the above
criterion will be automatically exempt and
will not need to register with TfL. No doubt
in the fullness of time other towns and
cities will roll out their own ULEZs and it
is to be hoped they will adopt similar rules
to London.

Classic Car Show and
Retrojumble

Story & Pictures: Tony Tucker

This has always been my favourite venue and this year was especially
good, as we had hot sunshine all day. Four of our real “regulars” were
unable to attend for one reason or another and a fifth had a breakdown
the day before. Nonetheless, we still had six fine Club cars present
and the overall turnout of classic cars was, as ever, spectacular!

Finally, as always, I have great delight in
welcoming a number of new members:
Peter Evans with his Spyders Inc. 718 RSK
Spyder; Patrick Sloan with his Tygan
Speedster; Winston Lee with his Chesil
Speedster – and a particularly warm
welcome back to Nicola Ambidge with her
Chesil Speedster. Many members will
recall meeting Nicola and husband Gary at
Club meetings before Gary very sadly
passed away and I am delighted she has
re-joined the Club.
4.
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To give some idea of the variety of stand-out cars on
display during the day, here are a few that stick in my
memory:
 an array of Triumph TRs (2, 3, 4, 4A, 5 and 6)
 a similar display of Mercedes saloons and sports
cars of the highest quality
 pre-war Alvis two-tone convertible, with massive
headlamps, horns et al
 Bentley saloon with similar array of chrome
features. Ditto 1950s Rolls-Royce
 red Vauxhall convertible with elegant boat-tail
 a range of MGs, including J2, L2 and T types
from TA to TF
 stunning pre-war blue Aston Martin
 1947 Wolseley 12/48, used as a police car
 many outrageous American cars of all makes,
including some superb Chryslers, a Ford Galaxie
Fairlane 500 and a Buick with more chrome on
the front than you could imagine
 burgundy 1930 Ford Model A Fordor Phaeton,
complete with yellow spokes, white-wall tyres and
massive suitcase


Closer to our own
interests, a lovely grey Porsche
356A Coupé parked just behind us, every
aspect of it in immaculate condition.
In addition to the classic cars on display, there
were - of course - a great number of dealers, selling
everything imaginable, from pre-war classic car
accessories to the very latest cleaners and
polishes. This event has become known for
the vast range of different items on sale.
One of these items was the rare leather jacket I
spotted at the May Classic Breakfast at
Brooklands, black with red edgings and a big red
stripe displaying the words
“Speedster” (“Force of the 60s”). Len
Raynsford, John Mercer and I all
admired it three months ago
but, alas, it didn‟t quite
fit any of us and it has, seemingly, still not been sold.

an ancient Trojan looking as
though made out of biscuit-tins!

6.

The museums were, as always, worth
another visit. They are so evocative of
those great days in the past when motor
racing was rather different from what it is
today. There is a whole lot of memorabilia
from the pre-First World War and inter-war
years, as well as the display of classic cars
of all types, including the famous, recordbreaking Napier Railton - not pictured here,
as it has been in every previous report!
Unfortunately, the historic Test Hill, such
fun back in May, was not open for this
event, but that may have been just as well,
because I can imagine that many of the
classic cars on display would not have
made it to the top!
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There was, naturally, the usual non-stop
provision of hot and cold food and drinks all
day, which again makes Brooklands a
welcome venue.
A further attraction was provided by several
bands playing in front of the clubhouse
during the day. A group called Strong
Country were particularly entertaining and
they even played my request for the Don
Williams classic, Tulsa Time!
I know that this event is near my home and
therefore easy for me to get to, but wherever you live - it is well worth the trip
for this annual event, which is one of the
best we go to as a Club.

ELLY goes Coast to Coast

Story & pictures by

Nick Rodick

For the benefit of new readers, ELLY is my Chesil Porsche Speedster, fitted with a
2.0 litre Subaru Turbo engine. I recognised early on that, while not the first to
power one of these cars with a modern high performance engine, I knew it would
not be straightforward. Luckily, the donor car was known to James, chief mechanic
at Beechdale motors. Before its terminal shunt it had been well maintained and the
engine, prior to fitting, passed a thorough inspection. So James, “Why does it
produce clouds of smoke on the over-run?” Well … I am not sure. Maybe the
Turbo-charger? “Nah.” Valve stems ? “Nah.”
Basically, I was advised to see how it goes!
I have never been a man of inaction, so
after some internet research I discovered I
was not alone. A lot of Subaru owners had
similar issues, especially after an engine
upgrade. Hang on … am I not running a
small air-filter and a custom exhaust with
no catalytic converter ? Bit of an upgrade
methinks?
Apparently the way to go was to run a
thicker engine oil. Worth a try – and within
my limited ability. So, new oil and filter;
Mobil One 10W-60 this time, rather than
the recommended 5W-30 – and hey presto,
no more clouds of blue smoke and also –
big bonus – she runs cooler ... fantastic!
So Elly is sorted and my wife Carole and I
are booked on a coast-to-coast MG car
rally. The fact that I was not in an MG did
not matter! The cars were mostly MGs but
also some Stags, Jags, Boxsters – and my
Speedster.
A pre-rally check revealed a ruptured
steering rack boot (Mmmm, Red 9). James
and Beechdale to the rescue, two new
boots fitted and we were good to go.
We had a very pleasant run up the
motorway from Chesterfield to Morcambe.
Nice pre-rally dinner at The Midland Hotel,

Morcambe. Early night, early start next day.
Morcambe is famous for its huge bay
and its huge speed bumps. Regular
readers will know Elly is kitted out with a

Sunday – and on the run home down A
roads and motorways Elly was running a
little hot. James and I have some ideas.
“Gotta be Cool,” as the song goes.
I cannot wait for the next exciting
modification. Watch this space!

custom air-scoop to direct air over the
radiator, now situated in the spare-wheel
well. Second speed bump we encountered
and the scoop was hanging off! Bugger;
not done one mile of the 175 mile trip.
Luckily, the half of the scoop still attached
was held by four screws. If only I had a
decent Phillips screwdriver ... Professor
Willmot to the rescue (see photos).
We removed the air-scoop. I calmed down.
Carole navigated and we had a brilliant run
to Scarborough. There were stops for tea,
lunch etc. And we even had time for a
photo opportunity at Scripps Garage,
Ghoatland. Apparently it features in the TV
series “Heartbeat”. I‟m not a fan either...
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South West Speedsters
– Summer of 2018

Story & pictures by

John Porter

There is a small but mobile band of Speedster owners living in the
North Somerset/Bristol area who tend to put themselves about a bit!
Readers may have noticed this. . . The recent hot and sunny spell
appears to have encouraged them to become even more prolific.
Berkeley Castle:
Two of us
attended this very mixed but well
attended show north of Gloucester –
and in the grounds of the castle
itself (well worth a visit in its own
right). Gerald gave his Singer Le
Mans an airing. Only one Speedster
this time. We are hoping to get at
least three Speedsters to the
Berkeley VW Show towards the end
of September. We may be joined by
a real 356 Coupé also from Weston
Super Mare.
Downside Abbey & School Show:
Score at this show was two
Speedsters (Martin Burge and John
Porter) – with Gerald in that Singer!
It didn‟t help that it was so hot in
the Singer that Gerald removed his
shirt to dry it out, shocking the local
ladies in the pre-war section… This
was an excellent venue in a beautiful
setting and is an annual event. A
great selection of vehicles from the
local area, especially in the pre-war
section.
Prize winner was a red
Fiesta MkI in pristine original
condition – some of the more
traditional enthusiasts were not
amused, but when did you last see a
MkI Fiesta that was a 1.1L and not an
XR2?
Blackmore Revival at Henstridge: A
good turnout of Speedsters from the
south-west and beyond … despite
some football match clashing with
the event! A good field of all sorts
of classic vehicles, but there was a

noticeable exodus after lunch due to
the aforementioned sporting event.
One bonus was cheap ice cream from
a bewildered ice cream seller.
Redhill Classics evening: Three
musketeers with two Speedsters
(Martin and Gerald) this time, with
John Porter in his Ford special. This
is a very popular monthly evening
gathering near Bristol Airport, with a
field full of varied classics –including
the odd tractor. Despite the reports
of the lack of Swifts this summer,
two arrived at the gathering – both
from the 1920s and not a feather
between them!

Tucker’s Grave first Classic Vehicle
Evening: This old traditional pub is
on the road from Faulkland towards
Trowbridge and well away from any
modern traffic. We were hoping to
make up a final threesome for the
local Speedsters at the end of the
season, however Gerald decided to
arrive all the way from north of
Bristol in his Singer Le Mans – as he
seems to have done for most of this
year despite complaining that it is
very uncomfortable.
So at least
Martin and I were able to fly the
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flag for the Club at this inaugural
event. The organisers had a very
diverse selection of enthusiasts‟
vehicles, from a Ferguson TEA 20
(the grey one) in absolute barn-fresh
condition to a number of Triumph
sports cars and everything inbetween.

Speedsters at least, but Martin
will be visiting Spa (not the one
in Bath I am told, but
somewhere in Belgium). So, the
club stand supporters should be
Gerald, Vernon and me – plus one
other, at least. No doubt that
we will be in the cattle shed
again, with that particular
aroma that can only come from
an
agricultural
setting. Do come
and see us for a
chat – you may
even get a biscuit
if you are lucky.

Gloucester Retro: This event was
held at the end of August and
attended by Gerald (see also his
Round-Up later in this issue) and
John. They met a new Speedster
owner who recently bought the car
for his wife - but she won‟t drive it!
Apparently Gerald spent some time
trying to persuade him to join the
Club.
Blue Bowl: Regular readers will know
that this event is held in West
Harptree on the last Saturday of
each month and regularly attended
by the local Speedster owners.
However, there was no sign of Martin
or of Vernon and we were thus
outnumbered by the Stags. So much
for our final foursome for the end of
the season. Another grey Ferguson
was there, much to my interest and
no one else's...
Bristol Classic Restoration Show at
Shepton Mallet (BA4 6QN): This
event is held over the first weekend
of November. There will be three

TONY
SAYS :

“ Get ahead,
get a hat !
AND
MORE ... ”

BASEBALL CAP (black, gold logo and script)
… £8.50
SKI HAT (black, woolly) … £8
CLUB T-SHIRT (various colours) … £13
POLO SHIRT (various colours) … £16.50
POLO SHIRT (black) … £15.50
SWEATSHIRT (black) … £16.50
CLOTH BADGE (black, sew onto anything!)
… £8.50
TAX DISC HOLDER (pop in a year-related
replica disc!)
… 75p
HOW TO ORDER , , , These items are available
at selected events or direct from
Administrator Rob, contact him on
01372 842224 or 07767 306355
or e-mail admin@speedstersandspyders.org.uk for
details of availability and how to pay. We carry most
items in stock, but there may be a short delay if we
have to reorder from our supplier.

By Speedster
to Austria
Nick Schon took the pictures
and tells the story

Every year I try to do a road trip.
Last year it was around Spain, but
since this year I acquired Austrian
nationality, I thought it only polite
to get to know my new country a
bit better.

Planning a road trip obviously starts
with the 356 – and there was a host
of things to do that the Spanish trip
had revealed. I also broke a pushrod
a month or so before the trip, which
in turn put me in touch with a brilliant
local mechanic who got m y
Speedster running better than it ever
has before!
Many days were spent planning the
route, which started off with a dash to
Brussels to drop off an old mate. I
overnighted in his smart loft – and
cruised to Verdun, the scene of a
titanic battle in WW1. I spent a
couple of days in and around what is
a charming town now, but the
battered forts and landscape is to this
day scarred with impact craters and
heavy with history.
As I travelled south, the weather

Inevitably, the planning process
reveals things I want to do and see –
and people I want to drop in on
en route. My three children and their
families wanted to come and join me
at some stage as well, so I
booked two lodges in
Altaussee, near Salzburg and
worked around that.

became hot. I hardly ever use
motorways, but I bought vignettes for
Switzerland and Austria anyway, just
to be covered. I had carefully
planned my route on my TomTom,
12.

Gun emplacement and
battlefield, Verdun

The Meuse, Verdun
Bar-le-Duc coffee stop
Rolls Royce in exalted company, Geneva

Schwesteregg, Switzerland

French haybale castle
13.

but the device would not work
properly prior to my departure and
nothing the "Help Centre" could do
changed that. I left the damn thing at
home and used Google Maps
instead. I picked out the great looking
roads on my Michelin map and then
made sure Google took me there. It
worked well.
I stayed in Evian-Les-Bains on the
French shore of Lac Leman, which
was where I realised I left my preloaded cash card in a shop in
Geneva earlier that day. What a
pillock! Luckily they had it, so the
next day I drove back into
Switzerland to get it, before retracing
my route and heading for Interlaken –
and then tackling the Grimsel Pass,
Furka Pass and Gottard Pass. The
roads are spectacular and full of
second gear, full-lock hairpins. The
views are spectacular and I was
lucky not to get stuck behind too
m any D utc h m otor hom es or
caravans ... they seemed to be
everywhere!
Milan

Arese en route. Como was my first
of many lake swims of the trip and it
was great, the cool waters a blessed
relief from the pounding afternoon
heat.
I had arranged to pick up my
youngest son (Felix, 26) in Zürich a

Grimsel Pass
Speaks
for
itself !
Gottard Pass

I stayed for a few days in a wonderful
Airbnb in Milan. I choose where to
stay firstly based on the garaging –
and this was the Fort Knox of
underground car vaults. The
apartment itself was great too and I
was pretty glad to sleep in an airconditioned, stylish place each night
after exploring the city. On I went to
Lake Como, stopping at the
marvellous Alfa Romeo museum in

14.

Como: Speedster admirers in daylight, stunning sunset !

couple of days later, so I drove back
via the Gottard Pass and stayed in
what can only be described as a
Hobbit House, on a beautiful remote
hillside near Luzern. That's where I
decided to leave my computer. The

host rang me when I was in Arrivals
to tell me. Pillock ... again! So I
picked up Fe and we drove back, got
the Mac, had lunch at the Hobbit
House and then headed off to a
charming town just inside Austria. We
arrived late afternoon, hot, dusty and
thirsty. Austrians can sort these
issues out pretty well I have found,
so the next day we were fit to meet
old friends Alex and Dina in Zell am
See for lunch. Up till now, I had only
seen Lake Zell covered in thick ice
and snow, but after a beautiful lunch
overlooking it, we hired a pedallo and

We met up with the other members of
the family the following day, including
my cousin in her big motorhome, up
from southern Spain. We spent a
week swimming, eating, playing with
the babies (I have two
gr andc hildr en) , c yc ling and
paragliding. I think we were all totally
delighted by Austria in the summer.

the four of us spent the afternoon
swimming in what anywhere else
would be mineral water. It seemed
pretty perfect, but then the Austrian
Red Arrows came over and spent
half an hour showing off their
aerobatic skills right over us on the
15.

lake. We were supposed to be
staying further east that night, but
Alex persuaded us to stay there
instead. We had a five-course meal
and because there was some Fest
going on in the town, watched a
brilliant firework display too. I really
don't think there could be a better
day.

Heidelberg, - and the biggest
wine barrel in the world

Berchtesgaden, which I found
beautiful but spooky. I stayed in
Bamberg, an ancient cobble-streeted
town I had last visited when I was
thirteen learning German. It's on the
Regnitz and is almost ridiculously
pretty.
Bamberg

The lakes are utterly beautiful; clean,
uncrowded and warm, the food is
great, the people charming and the
weather wonderful.
When they flew home, I spent a day
or two in Salzburg alone before
driving along the Deutsche
Alpenstrasse
through

So, it was a memorable trip through
Belgium, France, Switzerland, Italy,
Austria, Germany and The
Netherlands... 3,717 miles averaging
34.1 mpg from my 1776 cc Type 1
engine. Not a single car problem –
and I returned home tanned, happy
and with everything I left with four
weeks earlier. How am I going to top
that next year?
Toplitzsee

I was heading home, but I met old
friends in charming Heidelberg and
explored the town with them for a day
or two before pushing on to Giessen
and Dortmund, where I saw more old
friends. The final day was a
motorway dash for Calais.

Home again !
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Member Paul Smith is

SHOWING
OFF AGAIN !
Recently I took my Speedster to the Ace
Café, mid-week in early August. It is only
twenty miles from my Maidenhead home!
A must for petrol-heads. There were half a
dozen beautiful Jensens on display in the
car park outside the café. Despite this,
‘Speedy’ drew lots of admiring glances.

The night before, I filled up at my local
petrol station. With the bright lights I got a
really nice photo of Speedy. Another driver,
in awe, spoke to me for twenty minutes
about 356s. The result of my ‘photoshoot’
appears on the back cover of this issue - as
you’ve probably already noticed!
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THE

RAYNSFORD
FILES
Len has been putting
himself
about
a
bit
recently, UK and abroad…

On a brighter front, we had our trip
down to Dijon for the Classic Race
Meeting on the Prenois circuit. As
usual, Japanese technology prevailed
and my F355 replica behaved
beautifully, transporting us and the
luggage for four in comfort and
reliability. Unfortunately this cannot
be said of our fellow travellers.
45IDA Weber carburettors drinking
fuel in single figures!

And a very wet good morning to you,
avid readers. I am sitting in my
„office‟, freezing on this horrible
Sunday morning of the Bank Holiday,
wondering why I complained of being
too hot at work recently!

The Ferrari‟s toolkit was out at
regular intervals on the way down, at
the circuit and the hotel; also on the
tour of the Champagne region and, of
course, on the journey back!

First and rather tired topic, your
Speedster steering. Some of you
may have heard of member Paul
Smith and his close call. Paul was all
fixed, ready to attend the Blackmore
Revival at Henstridge when I
received a call saying he would not be
going.
He had noticed an anomaly with his
Speedster‟s steering. Our friend and
excellent VW mechanic was called
over to check it. Unfortunately – or
fortunately, as the case may be – he
found the steel collapsible impact
section of the steering column had all
but sheared through! With a new
part on order the car was out for the
Show. Both Ashley (VW man) and I
believed this failure was caused by
the previously discussed (in these
pages) situation with the build of the
cars. Nowadays the column is angled
differently from the original design,
causing additional strain on these
parts. Be aware!! This car is also
equipped with the Red 9 front
wishbone conversion.

19.

As you will be aware, we travelled
with ex-Club members Kevin and
Emma Llewellyn. They opted to take
his new toy: a very expensive CAV
GT40 replica, with a huge Ford V8
and four very large fire-breathing

That being said, this car could open
more doors than a battering ram. I
don‟t think I have seen a more
interested crowd of camera crews. I
should think pictures of this monster
will have gone world-wide. At the
Dijon circuit, as soon as the rear
clam-shell opened, cameras of all
nationalities were clicking. With me
almost upside-down, working on the
engine, my rear end must have
become famous!!
Despite its unreliability, it is an
amazing car. We hope to soon have
the „bits‟ sorted and the beast
running correctly. Even with all this
going on, a great trip and well worth
the travel and the „work‟.
Our next adventure was to be the
Blackmore Vale Revival at
Henstr idge, So merset.
Our
illustrious Events Co-ordinator has
been arranging this event for some
time. Unfortunately, he was unable
to attend as he had to stay at home

spot alongside their marquee!! I‟m
r el i ab l y i n fo r m e d i t c a us e d
considerable interest and camera
shutter clicking!

Car park was full of
some
very
nice
machinery. The racing
was excellent, with my
favourites being the
Super Endurance cars
and the Classic Sports
cars.
and watch his television!! Apparently
there was football on... With Paul
Smith sidelined, Kevin and me in our
respective replicas (together with an
„unknown‟ 250SWB) added to our
Speedsters line-up, we gave a decent
show of cars.
It was such a hot day, the Show did
thin out a little earlier than usual.
We stayed on a couple of extra days
down there and had a great trip
back. Speedy had been left sitting on
it‟s new lift in the Dream Factory…
Our next adventure was to be the
Silverstone Classic. This has become
a big favourite with us.
The
atmosphere and all of the action –
both on and off the track - made for
a great weekend.
This time, we
stayed at the Buckingham Best
Western which was fine and almost
all the guests were at the Classic.

I forgot to mention that I obtained
o ur tic kets via th e J ag uar
Enthusiasts Club, of which I am still
a member. Kevin and Emma came in
their D-type replica and me in the
trusty Lancia D24 replica.
On
arrival, I spoke to the Historic and
Special Co-ordinator and asked if I
could park up in an out of the way
corner. He flatly refused and
insisted the car be parked in a prime

On the final day a visitor from
Holland managed to catch up with me
and wanted the car details so that he
could have one built. Isn‟t it strange
how replicas can affect people
differently?

My next adventure was to our most
local venue. I find it difficult to
understand our total lack of Club
members at this show. The Newbury
Retro Festival is held on the
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received a text from a friend to say
he had tickets but was unable to go.
Did I want them? What a silly
question! My eldest son, Paul and I
set off for the show and arrived and
parked easily. However, I forgot how
far the walk was to the entrance. My
poor legs were already aching by the
time we entered. Luckily, right close
to the entrance was the Wall of
Death. The only still family owned,
run and performing one left. We
duly climbed the steps to look in. It
is so long since I have seen this type
of performance, but it is still an
adrenalin rush for any petrolhead.

Those old Indian bikes, now nearly
100 years old, going around the wall
only inches from us... Great show!
Once we got to the new mini F1 track
the party began. There were some
great demonstrations of mad driving,
great cars and untold wealth!
For Club members, on the track was a
most amazing, cream, original,
unregistered 1957 Speedster. This

showground itself. There may be
little or no moving action but the
varied and most amazing car displays,
food, music venues and a complete
retro village should be a Number One
for ALL. This show has so much to
offer not only the „boys‟ but all the
family and if you are an exhibitor it
is very good value. Plus, it really
does get better year on year.
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My final and surprise show of this
period was Carfest South.
I

was driven rather sedately by its
lady driver.
Not so a genuine
Coombes-converted Mk2 racing
Jaguar, being exercised by its
rather exuberant late middle-aged
owner. He was emulating the antics
of the Japanese Drift Team. Not
only did he perform a series of
„Donut‟ spins, he line-locked his front
brakes to create the most amazing
rear-wheeled burn-out along the
finish straight, until he burst both
back tyres! You can only imagine the
smell and the tumultuous applause he
received from the crowd…
Our host for Carfest, former F1
Champion Jody Scheckter, drove his
six-wheel Tyrell and his
championship winning Ferrari F1 cars
around the circuit to the pleasure of
the crowd.

QUICK ROUND-UP!
Gerald Dawson tells the story and took the pictures
I am afraid
that I have not
got much
material for
this issue of
the magazine,
but I did
go to the
Bath Pageant of Motoring, where I spotted
this lovely blue 356 convertible …

… as well as this rare Datsun sports car.

I took my Speedster out in the rain with the hood up
to go to the Tetbury Classic Car Show. The rain
eventually abated and I looked at some nice cars, including this Aston Martin Convertible.

Chef James Martin brought several
of his car collection to be driven by
himself and various guests on the
mini-circuit. A great day out, but a
very long and slow walk back to the
car park.

The last event was
Gloucester Retro
where they filled
the pedestrian
shopping area with classic cars, divided by
age between the four 'gates streets'.

That is all for this issue, as I write
this the next Club gathering is for
the AGM. Let‟s hope for a decent
turn out for a change at this, new
for us and interesting, venue. After
that for me it is a visit to the
Classic & Sportscar supported show
at Thatcham. Hope to see some of
you there!
As always, drive safely.

It was a surprise
to see a WW2 tank,
with jeeps and half-tracks. Also the
cast of the TV show ‘Allo Allo’, who
visited all the areas of the display.
Even more unusual was an Austin
Apache, made in South Africa and
based on the BMC 1100 / 1300,
styled by Michelotti but never put
into production here.

My next day out is the Berkeley Castle
VW Show where they intend to feature Porsche in
order to celebrate their 70th Anniversary, so we hope all
members will make an effort to support them. A report on
this late September show is planned for next issue...
22.
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