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          Success, assault & battery 
  - and a full English. 
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           A vintage year, for weather  
  and people. 
 

  10 . . . Even More 3LLY 
     Saunas, Stevie Wonder and    
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           But who’s the man in the VW 
  van? 
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           Gerald’s rusty reflections: gone!  
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          But nothing to do with sat-navs... 
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    Tony does it in style. 
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          Enjoying Leeds – in Kent... 
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If it had been successful, all future kit cars - 
including replicas such a Speedsters and 
Spyders - would have to be fitted with 
engines meeting modern emissions 
standards. The lobbying emphasized the 
immeasurably small beneficial effect on air 
quality that would have resulted whilst, on 
the other hand, SMEs involved in the UK kit 
car sector and specialists involved in 
reconstructing historic vehicles would have 
been put out of business at a stroke. As a 
result, IVA testing will remain unchanged - 
which means that the engines will simply 
have to meet  emissions standards 
appropriate to the age of the engine. 
 
This is a major and, in my view, quite a 
surprising  victory  as I have seen a number 
of consultations in the past where the 
Government department involved has 
simply paid lip service to the consultation 
process with the final legislation remaining 
unchanged from the original proposals. 
However this time common sense has 
prevailed and the outcome should reassure 
members who are currently building 
Speedsters or Spyders that they should 
have nothing to worry about (apart from 
getting through the current IVA regulations 
of course). I have had queries about what 
this means for MoT tests and the answer is 
that, as for the IVA test, the MoT remains 
unchanged, with the engines  simply 
having to meet  emissions standards 
appropriate to the age of the engine. Mind 
you, there are other changes to the MoT 
test that I won‟t go into here, but details can 
be found at: www.gov.uk/government/
publications/mot-changes-from-may-2018-
guidance-for-mot-testers/overview-of-mot-
changes-from-may-2018 
 
On the question of MoT testing, there 
have also been queries about the impact of 

the „Vehicles of Historic Interest‟ 
regulations. For a while now pre-1960 cars 
have not required an annual MoT (although 
many owners will elect to have their cars 
tested voluntarily). However, this exemption 
will now operate on a rolling 40-year basis 
so that as of the 20th May 2018, most 
vehicles manufactured or first registered 
over 40 years ago will be exempt from MoT 
testing unless:  
 
They have been substantially changed; 
They are a kit car assembled from 
components from different makes and 
model; 
They are kit conversions that add new parts 
to old; 
They are a reconstructed classic, as 
defined by the DVLA. 
 
However, in each of these four cases, if 
your vehicle is taxed as an „historic vehicle‟ 
and hasn‟t been substantially modified in 
the past 30 years, it can still be considered 
as a VHI. This is where it is easy to get 
confused, because any car registered more 
than 40 years ago is exempt from road tax 

(or strictly, pays a nil rate of tax).  On the 
above criteria then, a Beetle-derived 
Speedster does not qualify, even if it keeps 
the registration of the original car and pays 
nil road tax.  However, a quick thought: if 
there is anyone out there owning a pre-May 
1988 Speedster built on a pre-78 Beetle 
chassis  (Street Beetle?) and retained its 
original registration, might it qualify as a 
VHI? By the way, if anyone really wants to 
know what constitutes “substantially 
c h a n g e d ” ,  p l e a s e  r e f e r  t o : 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/
government/uploads/system/uploads/
attachment_data/file/670431/vehicles-of-
historical-interest-substantial-change-
guidance.pdf 
 
Continuing the MoT theme, I was on the  
way some months ago to Dunsfold 
Aerodrome  (where the Top Gear track is 
situated) for my Intermeccanica‟s  MoT and 
stopped on the way to fill up with petrol. My 
car would not re-start. It had been on a 
battery conditioner over the winter and had 
started first time, but after re-filling with 
petrol the engine would not even turn over. 
(Lesson learnt: although a  simple 
conditioner might keep a battery topped up 
it tells you nothing about its condition). 
Wondering what to do, a good Samaritan 
wandered over to the car and said, “I have 
a car like yours”. It was Abdulla Boulsien, a 
recent member, who very kindly helped me 
push the car to a parking space. The filling 
station was close to a classic car 
showroom and workshop that I had visited 
a number of times and they very kindly 
helped me out (incidentally, they had a very 
nice 1969 911E in their showroom). To 
compound my early season problems, as I 
drove away from the garage following its 
MoT, the ignition warning light came on and 
there was a smell of burning. I quickly 
returned to the garage, to find the oil filter 

Club Administrator 
Rob Jones 

 
… on a battle won, 

an oily floor,  
a classic breakfast 

and more  
new members! 

Rob’s Ramblings 

Well, we won! Thanks to successful lobbying by ourselves, other car clubs, kit car 
magazines and the industry itself the Department for Transport (DfT)  on 1st  May 
advised that, following an overwhelming negative response to their recent 
consultation (Road vehicles: Improving Air Quality and Safety), the proposal to 
require certain classes of vehicles submitted for IVA following construction to meet 
currently prevailing emission standards has been withdrawn.  
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canister had split open … pouring oil into 
the engine bay – and also onto the 
workshop‟s beautiful, tiled floor! 
 
I attended the Spring Brooklands Classic 
Breakfast Meeting in May with Tony 
Tucker and expecting to meet up with John 
Mercer and Peter Greenwood. John did not 
attend as he was having problems with his 
car and, although we located Peter 
Greenwood‟s car, neither Tony nor I had 
met him or had his contact details so, 
unfortunately, we missed him. These 
events are always very friendly – there are 
three or four each year and they always 
attract a good attendance – classic cars 
and a full English breakfast seem to make 
a very attractive combination. As always at 
Brooklands there are a number of really 
unusual cars and this event was no 
exception. 
 
As usual, I would like to finish with 
welcoming  to  the  Club  a  number  of  
new members: Ian Burke, Mark Culpin 
and James Collins with their Chesil 
Speedsters, Gary Jones who has just 
started a Chesil Speedster build project, 
Ian Andrew and Mark Potter who are 
looking for Speedsters, Johnny Casey who 
now owns the ex-Simon Hambly Chesil 
Speedster, Derek Manning with his Pilgrim 
Speedster and Roland Knott who is 
building a  Pilgrim Speedster. 

 
General Data Protection Regulation  

(GDPR) 
 

Most of you by now (particularly those of 
you who buy items on-line) will be aware of 
the General Data Protection Regulation  
(GDPR) that came into effect on 25th May 
2018. Indeed, many of you will have been 
inundated with emails asking  whether you 
want the companies to store or delete your 
personal data. FBHVC has published an 
article in their recent newsletter raising  
some points that clubs need to be aware of,  
which are:   
 
Only relates to data concerning human 
beings, not companies or other entities. Do 
you control data? What do you do with it? 
Do you process data? Also consider if two 
separate pieces of data could be put 
together to identify a human being. Do you 
send „round robin‟ emails? On what and to 
whom? Do they have an unsubscribe 
option? Do you need a privacy policy on 
your website? Do you need a statement 
regarding cookies? Have you had your IT 
system penetration tested? 

My personal view is that 
we are not in breach of 
any of the conditions of the 

GDPR in that: 

 we do not share any 
information with third 
parties and only limited 
i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h 

members themselves.  

 We request members to 
list on their application 
forms whether they are 
happy for information to 

be shared with other members. 

 The Club‟s database is held by the Club 
Administrator and  only limited 
information is shared with other Club 

officials. 

 The database is held solely on a 
computer which has  anti-virus software 

kept up to date by an IT specialist.  

 We send out occasional „round robin‟ 
emails on matters of interest to all 
members. I use mail merge software to 
ensure only the individual recipient‟s 

email is listed in the addressee section. 

I believe that, if there is any point on which 
we may be non-compliant it is the last one; 
I use simple mail merge software which 
does not include an unsubscribe option. I 
will review Government guidance to see 
whether there is anything more we need to 
do to be fully compliant (with another bit of 
unnecessary EU and UK Government 
bureaucracy) – and, as I write I have just 
read an admission that the EU is not 
compliant with its own privacy regulations! 
 
If in the meantime  anyone is concerned 
about  the use of their data, please contact 
me:  admin@speedstersandspyders.org.uk 

Nice to see  
a quirky Panhard 

enjoying the sunshine! 

Lovely Fiat Dino  
in the queue for the toilets... 

Despite being  
surrounded by Porsches,  

the Lotus is the Elite here 
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Following the slightly better Club turnout of last year, 

2018 marked a further improvement in the annual 

Stoneleigh Park pilgrimage.  For a start, we had the 

best sunshine in recent memory. Blighted by awful 

weather for many years and slightly improved last 

year with a bit of sun and relatively little rain; this 

year – WOW! Lovely sunshine, hoods down all day, 

twenty-two Club cars present on the Sunday and a 

much better turnout from the visiting public. 

 

 

I was first to arrive on the Club pitch, but was soon 

joined by others, including Eugene in his lovely ivory 

Chesil Speedster -  bought (used) a few years ago (still 

only 5000-odd miles on the clock today), but Eugene was 

not a Club member until now. Welcome, Eugene – lovely 

car! 

 

Soon on the scene was Len in his … er … Lancia Spider 

replica. All right, it‟s better than a „Ferrari‟ (he sold the 

F40, but still has the 355) but it‟s still not a proper 

vehicle for our Club site, surely? “But it‟s a Spider,” says 

Len, “and the Speedsters and Spyders Club name does 

  Tony Tucker reflects on a  

Sun-drenched Stoneleigh 
 

PICTURES: Tony Tucker & Vernon Mortimer   
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not mention that it has to be a Porsche”! Well, Len, 

there‟s the little question of spelling, but I‟ll grant you 

it‟s a lovely car!  

 

Soon we had the Club site full of cars. Best in Show was 

awarded to Ketan for his beautiful Vintage Speedster. 

The shut-lines on this car were so good that it had to win 

the trophy. The edges to the doors, boot and engine 

cover were so sharp that they looked (and felt) like 

metal, rather than plastic. 

 

James Rudland won the year‟s subscription to TKC 

Magazine, generously donated by Steve Hole (thanks, 

Steve, for your continuing support) for his stretch 4-

seater Speedster. This should have been a car I hated, 

as I have always been rather anti the stretch version of 

our lovely cars. But James had done some really clever 

things to this car, with the tail-end not looking nearly as 

long as others I‟ve seen - and the paintwork and attention 

to detail was a joy to behold.  

 

Lucy turned up in last year‟s award-winning Speedster and 

returned the Martin and Walker Club trophy – another 

superb car on our site. Other members came from far 

and wide. In addition to the usual Club faithful from the 

south-west, Thames Valley and south-east, we had owners 

from many other locations, including Sheffield (James 

Collins) and Cambridgeshire (Gerald Rigby). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Everyone knows, I‟m sure, of Gerald‟s famous Speedster 

build, which took him 22 years (the longest on record, we 

believe). Full of original Porsche parts, sourced from all 

over the place, the car has been a regular on our 

Stoneleigh site for some years now. Latest news is, 

however, that Gerald has finally parted with it. But how‟s 

this for a deal? The new owner (also present on our 

Stoneleigh site,   with  his  lovely  original   Porsche  356C 

Coupé) keeps the Speedster at his home, but has granted 

Gerald a two-year grace period when Gerald is able to use 

the car for any show he wishes to attend. Talk about 

having your cake and eating it! 

 

We had lots of interest from the public and gained a few 

new members, including Mark Potter - who, in addition to 

being in the throes of buying a Speedster kit, already 

owns a Ford Puma, a classic Mini, two Willys Jeeps and a 

Scorpion Tank! 

 

One other unusual - and rather dramatic, thing happened 

at Stoneleigh. A gentleman made an on-the-spot offer 

for one of our Club cars and, having been politely turned 

down, then made a similar offer for another one. This 

offer was accepted; the owner having driven up from 

Southampton that day, having just arrived back in the 

country from holiday! You couldn‟t make it up, could you?! 

 

The only downside - and it could be a serious one - was 

that the halls which were once full of dealers selling 

everything imaginable, but which have been steadily 

getting emptier in recent years, were this year reduced  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

to a new low in terms of numbers of stalls. The first hall, 

which at one time you could hardly move inside and where 

dealers were packed in like sardines, was this year a 

scene of sparse occupancy. When I stepped inside, I 

seriously thought that I was in the wrong place, so much 

empty space was there. It makes one wonder whether the 

organizers will continue with a show where revenues must 

be greatly reduced. 
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Let‟s hope my fears are unfounded, because this year‟s 

Stoneleigh Show was a great event and it would be sad to 

see it go. 

 

So, will we have more of the same weather that we 

enjoyed at Stoneleigh Park to enhance the remainder 

of our 2018 gatherings?  What a difference the sun 

makes to any event! 

 

 

James 
Rudland’s 

prize-winning 
Pilgrim 

Rare  
convertible D  

- previously 
Administrator Rob’s 

Chesil 
showed 

two  
pre-owned 

examples 
for sale 

Pilgrim :  
- still making progress . . . 

When 
we 

grow 
up . . . 
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Club areas :  packed once again ! 

A spot of  
skullduggery . . . 

Build your 718  
on a replacement 

Beetle chassis - even fit 
a Golf engine ! 

Understandably, the ice
-cream queue was 

never ending 

Vintage  
award ! 
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Readers new to this series of stories should know that ‘ELLY’ is a Chesil Porsche 
Speedster which originally sported a distinctive registration mark. Bought in 
Chelsea and now powered by a 2.0-litre Subaru Turbo engine (courtesy of James, 
Zippy and Matt of Beechdale Motors, Matlock, Derbyshire); the love of my life - or 
should that be: money pit in my life ? 

 
 
 
 
 
Elly now has „performance‟ and is very 
much the kind of toy I was hoping for. The 
reality check though is called the British 
winter. While I can live without servo 
brakes, power steering and even air-con - 
promises, promises! - I want to avoid 
frostbite. I need a heater like a fat kid 
needs cake! 
 
We do have a heated screen and a couple 
of blowers putting air onto the windscreen – 
however, I am still COLD! So, after lots of 
pestering James sourced a heater unit and, 
after an extensive plumbing job we have 
heat courtesy of the Subaru 2-litre, water-
cooled lump. The never ending winter of 
2018 arrived and the first time I switched 
the heater on it felt like a mobile sauna. 
Bliss. 

One cold, foggy, winter morning and The 
Boss was on her way to work … and hit a 
pot-hole in her Mini Cooper. „Run-flat‟ is a 
relative term  and the resultant puncture   

 
 
 
 
 
meant I had to go out in Elly on a day  I 
would rather have not. Stevie Wonder 
visibility! This experience led me to 
upgrade the headlights to LEDs. Not 
difficult, but strictly for „off-road‟ driving, 
whilst not ideal it was that kind of day! 

Smells like Teen Spirit? No, it was good old 
petroleum spirit!  Even with the new ethanol
-resistant fuel hose, we could smell petrol. 
Oh boy, could we smell petrol! Matt said, 
“What about a Swirl-Pot?”  James 

explained that this was not 
a Derbyshire treatment for 
urinary incontinence, but a 
way of getting fuel to a 
modern fue l - in jec ted 
engine and the excess 
back to the petrol tank. So 
E-bay to the rescue again 
and another two days 
labour - and Hey Presto, 
another miracle! While I do 

miss the aroma of Tesco‟s 99 Momentum, I 
prefer driving the ultimate toy - not the 
I.E.D. 
 
So, To-Do-List complete and ELLY is good 
for serious outings. Friday 4th May and a 
trip to The Donington  Historic Festival.  No 
Speedsters or Spyders [ As you’ll discover 
in the next article, there were!  John 
Mercer’s Speedster was hiding in the 
TIPEC display…  Ed ],  however there were  
some racing 356s. The highlight for me was 
an original Morgan 3-Wheeler.  

Next   major  outing  for  Elly  will  be 
The Morecambe to Scarborough Coast 
to Coast Run held  in August.  Watch 
this space.   

3LLY’s3LLY’s3LLY’s         ThermodynamicsThermodynamicsThermodynamics   

Story & pictures by  

Nick Rodick 
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There  was  a  brilliant  programme 

of nineteen races, from fourteen 

world-class grids of historic 

competition cars from the 1920s-

2000s. You could get close to the 

cars in the pits and paddock and 

there were excellent displays by 

other car clubs. 

 

We saw clouds of tyre smoke from 

Group B rally cars demonstrating on 

the Melbourne Loop - and a Spitfire 

and Dakota from the BBMF were in 

the skies above the historic race 

circuit, while famous F1 cars from 

the past were on the track. 

 

On Sunday we enjoyed a mammoth 

gathering of over two hundred Ford 

Mustangs leading the lunchtime 

parade that day – an unforgettable 

sight! 

There were original 356s racing over 

the weekend - Porsche Carrera Cup 

and Touring Car driver Sam Tordoff 

driving a 1954 Pre-A 356 in the Pre-

'63 GT Race and Steve Wright and 

Ian Clarke campaigning a 1958 356A 

Coupé in the GT and Sports Car Cup - 

Story & pictures 

by John Mercer 

The Donington Historic Festival proved to be  an excellent weekend, with 

more car clubs displaying on the infield than ever before.  I was made 

most welcome on the TIPEC display, where mine was the only 356. 

Donington  
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brilliant to watch. Plus, there were 

two beautifully restored early 356 

Coupés for sale on the Porsche Cars 

stand. 

 

A really enjoyable weekend in very 

warm weather – and a  four-hour 

drive home with the top-down and 

some stops. 

 

An amazing coincidence on the way 

home: a black VW van took a close 

interest in the car and we were 

waving and trying to talk to each 

other above the motorway noise.  I 

didn't find out until seeing a 

Facebook post later, that this was 

Adrian Davis who sold me back the 

car I had originally started to build 

in 1995! 

Historic   Festival  Donington  
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When I bought my Speedster as an 
unfinished project, the kit included a set 
of Porsche-style hubcaps. These were 
still in their original packet, having 
never been fitted. When I got the car 
ready for the road I fitted them - and 
they looked good. Six months later, time 
mostly spent indoors, the chrome was 
peeling off.  
 
I tried to find stainless 
steel replacements but 
no-one could supply, 
but I did find 
stainless rim trims 
which covered the 
plain VW wheels. 
I bought a set of 
s tandard VW 
trims, which were 
not too bad. When 
these began to show 
their age I found a 
second hand set of genuine 
VW caps which lasted until  
this year. When I gave the car its first clean 
of the year I noticed that these were 

beginning to show spots of rust. I started 
looking for replacements. 
 
I was surprised to find that Megabug, who 
had told me that they were unable to find a 
supplier, had stainless hub caps available. I 
had been quoted £70 each to properly 
chrome plate the originals, so £85 for a set 
of four seemed reasonable.  They fitted 

well and I think they look as good as 
chrome, without the problem of 

rust. This may be of interest to 
any members who are 
experiencing the same 
problem I had. 
 
The Bristol ,  South 
Gloucester and North 
Somerset  Speedster 

Owners have been to 
several shows and there are 

more planned to attend, if any 
other members would like to join 

us, we would be pleased to see you 
- so let us know you are interested and we 
will keep you informed of our plans. My 
email address is: gvdawson@gmail.com 

 
 

HOW  
TO  LOOK 
WHEELY 
SMART . . .  Gerald Dawson keeps in trim 

       Administrator Rob updates us on 

      T H E  2 0 1 8  A N N U A L  G E N E R A L  M E E T I N G  
Although this has been mentioned before, a reminder that this year’s AGM 
will take place at the de Havilland Aircraft Museum. This is located just off  
J22 of the M25 and the date is Sunday 16th September.  So, hopefully 
this will be 
accessible 
to members 
from all 
directions 
and we 
hope for a large turnout.  Full joining details and     agenda etc will be 
sent out later,  but at present we are thinking of         either a 10:30 or 
11 am start. The day will begin with a guided tour around the museum, 
followed by the AGM and a buffet lunch. In view of the cost of the 
admission and guided tour and lunch, we will be asking for a small 
contribution from each attendee. 

BROOKLANDS 

CLASSIC 

BREAKFAST  

MEETING 

Words & pictures:  

Tony Tucker 
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The sun was out all morning, which 

always makes a difference and the 

wide variety of classic cars on display 

was breathtaking. Just off the top 

of my head, I was impressed by two 

Corvettes (one belonging to our own 

Rob Jones), several Jaguar 120s and 

an E-type, a gunmetal Fiat Dino 

Coupé, a superb Rolls-Royce and 

several c lassic Bentleys, an 

absolutely gorgeous green 1965 

Porsche 912, a grey 1973 911, a whole 

range of more recent cars from the 

Porsche Club, many pre- and post-war 

MGs, various Triumph TRs, an 

historic Bean, a massive blue Ford T-

Bird, Morgan 3-wheelers, air-cooled 

Panhard, huge silver-blue Bristol . . . 

and many more. There was also a fine 

Porsche 356C Coupé, whose owner 

came over for a chat with me, along 

with his friends who arrived in a lime 

green Cayman, a model I have always 

admired. 

The regular Brooklands Classic Breakfasts are a popular feature in the 

Brooklands yearly calendar and, having talked about it with Rob Jones 

and seen John Mercer mentioning it on Facebook, I decided to go along 

to the May event. 
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The admission price for these events 

includes a free breakfast, which is 

the „Full English‟, with everything 

thrown in! 

 

Later in the morning, the historic 

Test Hill was opened and a great 

many cars took the opportunity to 

roar up it, around the top under the 

Members‟ Bridge and back along the 

famous, incredibly steep, Brooklands 

banking. I have done this on previous 

occasions, so this time stood on the 

hill and took photos of the many cars 

(and bikes) attempting the climb. 

 

Great fun!  Another similar event 

will take place in early November. 

I will most definitely be there! 

As much as I love my Chesil Speedster, 
which I have now had for eighteen 
years, it isn’t a car I’d want to drive 
every day.   Too noisy,  too 
uneconomical and too impractical, for 
sure.  I’d say that goes for pretty much 
every other Speedster owner as well, so 
I think I can safely assume every 
member has a more modern car for 
everyday use.  While the mechanically-
minded among us may be able do some 
basic tuning and tweaking on the older 
engines in our Speedsters, it is less 
likely that we have the ability, 
knowledge or tools to ensure we’re 
getting the best from our daily drives.  
That’s where re-mapping comes in. 
 
Re-mapping used to be called „chipping‟ 
because early in the history of the first 
ECUs they required a chip change to get 
new software into them.  This is rarely 
necessary any more as most re-maps can 
be performed though the vehicle‟s 
diagnostic socket.  What re-mapping does 
is to change the tuning and engine 
management parameters originally applied 
by the manufacturer.  Generally, turbo-
diesels and turbo-petrol engines gain very 
s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p r o v e m e n t s  t o 
responsiveness, flexibility and overall 
acceleration after a re-map – and diesels 
in particular will almost certainly see MPG 
improvements of 10% upwards, 
sometimes as much as 30%. 
 
Power and torque gains can vary hugely.  
Average gains are in the region of 20% to 
25%  and improvements of 30% to 35% 
are not uncommon.  There are some 
extreme cases where gains of over 100% 
can be achieved.  One example being a 
BMW 114i, where power goes from 
102bhp to 220bhp!  How is this possible?  
It is possible because BMW are using a 
100% mechanically identical engine in the 
114i, 116i and 118i, with different tuning 
depending on the model  designation.   A 
re-map takes all of them to 220bhp, no 
matter which variant we start with. 
 
So, what does re-mapping change?  Why 
doesn‟t the manufacturer do it?  Is it legal?  
All common questions, easily explained. 
 
Re-mapping re-programs the Engine 
Management Computer (ECU).  The ECU 

Member Paul Dunsford  
de-mystifies some  

auto Black Magic… 
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manages and controls every aspect of the 
engine‟s behaviour.  Typically, a re-map 
changes parameters for the throttle, in-built 
torque tables/limiters, fuelling, boost and, in 
the case of a petrol engine, ignition timing 
and spark strength.  Whereas in „old 
money‟ you‟d need to change a needle or 
jet for more fuel, a re-map simply instructs 
the injectors to put more fuel into the 
manifold or head, perhaps also changing 
fuel pressure a little while it is at it.  When 
more fuel is injected you obviously need 
more air to burn it cleanly, so boost is also 
increased to get more air in to use the 
increased fuel efficiently for more power - 
and to ensure there‟s no smoke.   
 
Other changes are made too.  
Throttle sensitivity can be 
modified, combined with 
changes to the torque tables 
(limiters), fuelling and boost to 
bring power in lower down the 
rev range, for example.  In fact, 
it is responsiveness and low-rev 
„grunt‟ that most people want 
improved, even with engines 
running in excess of 300bhp.  
The owner of the first Aston 
Martin Vantage 4.2 I re-mapped 
came in saying his car was 
great once it was going, but embarrassingly 
unresponsive pulling out of junctions and 
horrible to drive in traffic as it hated being 
driven at low revs.  After the re-map, in his 
words, “It is now the car I always wanted it 
to be”.  So, a re-map isn‟t all about power 
and racing.  Most commonly it is about day-
to-day driveability and, in the case of 
diesels, significant MPG improvements.  
The mythical boy-racer accounts for 

probably no more than 1% of my 
customers. 
 
Why doesn‟t the manufacturer do it?  There 
are a few reasons, but the biggest two are 
the use of a mechanically identical engine 
tuned differently in different models (as with 
the BMW 114i) leaving massive scope for 
re-tuning or, common to virtually every new 
car, that the manufacturer tunes the engine 
to get the best results in a very regimented 
and unrealistic government test when the 
engine is first rated, but is then unable to re
-tune it to get the best behaviour and 
performance in real-life use.  This is where 
VAG came a cropper, for example, with 

their infamous emissions scandal.  In the 
affected models they had to tune the 
engine one way to get it through emissions 
regulations, but it proved the engine ran so 
badly with that tuning they built a second 
map into the ECU for „real-life‟ driving.  The 
ECU cleverly detected whether the engine 
was running under test conditions or not 
and ran with the most appropriate map 
accordingly.   

This brings us to legality.  It is 100% legal 
to have an engine re-mapped.  It is that 
simple.  There are no regulations 
preventing a re-map and there are no plans 
to stop it in the future.  VAG‟s mistake was 
to do it in a way that falsified government 
test results.  Incidentally, if this emissions 
scandal affected you and you had the VAG 
emissions update, only to find the car now 
runs poorly with worse MPG and EGR 
valve  problems,  it  is  possible  for  a  
good re-mapper to put the engine 
management back to 100% pre-update 
settings, though VAG are not allowed to do 
it themselves.  It is a crazy world! 
 
While a re-map is legal, insurance 
companies should be informed of any 
vehicle modifications.  Technically this not 
only applies to re-maps, but even a change 
of wheels.  Many insurance companies 
make only a small charge if the re-map is 
reported to them, though some don‟t really 
understand a re-map and it may be worth 
asking to talk to an underwriter if hurdles 
are hit when talking to the normal 
telephone call centre people.  Another 
consideration may be the manufacturer‟s 
warranty, if it is still in place.  While I have 
seen an internal document for VAG Group 
stating a warranty claim cannot legally be 
rejected unless it is proven a re-map 
caused the issue against which a claim is 
being made, consideration has to be given 
as to the hassle and risk arguing a claim 
should it be necessary.  Under these 
circumstances there are other options 

available to get similar results 
without putting the warranty at 
risk. 
 
What is the process for a typical 
re-map?  Any re-map should start 
with diagnostics being run on the 
vehicle concerned, to ensure 
there are no recorded fault codes.  
The next step should be to take a 
copy of the manufacturer‟s 
existing software.  This is for two 
reasons.  First, it means there is 
an original copy of the software 
available to put back on the 

vehicle if required in the future.  Second, a 
re-map should always be applied within a 
copy of the vehicle‟s original software, not 
just have modified software written over the 
top.  This second method is commonly 
used by the cowboys in the industry who 
buy cloned equipment and a diskful of 
maps without really understanding correct 
processes.  The result can be that incorrect 
modifications are applied or, worse still, the 

Re-mapping  – tuning for power,  
 performance  

and economy 
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immobiliser sequencing or coding is 
over-written, resulting in a non-starter.  
Once the copy has been taken 
successfully, using the correct methods, 
the tuner will make the changes to all 
the necessary tuning tables within the 
software before the modified version is 
then written back to the ECU.  The final 
stage should be a test drive to ensure 
the results can be felt, and that no 
engine fault codes are produced.  
Nowadays most cars can be re-mapped 
through the diagnostic port, but sometimes 
the ECU needs to be removed.  In most 
cases though, it isn‟t even necessary to 
open the bonnet and the time needed for 
the transformation is only around an hour 
and a half, including the test drive. 
 
If you‟re considering a re-map, what should 
you look for?  How can you tell if you‟re in 
the hands of someone who knows what 
they are doing and you can trust?  As a 
basic guide, I‟d recommend the following:         
 Check Google for reviews and 

reputation.  You can generally do this 
 by typing „google reviews  x y z 

company‟ into  Google.  Don‟t 
use Bing  or Yahoo as 
they won‟t  show Google 
Reviews. 
 Check the company has a  
 landline and proper 
 c o n t ac t  d e t a i l s .  
 Generally, people with 
 only mobile numbers 
 have a reason for not 
 providing more. 
 See if the re-mapper is 
 IMI (institute of the 

Motor Industry) certified for re-mapping.  
If they‟re not, it doesn‟t mean they  are 
not good, but IMI 
Certification at least 
g i v e s  y o u  t h e 
confidence they have 
bothered to get trained 
and qualified. 

 Talk to the person who 
will do the re-map.  
You‟ll soon judge 
whether they know 
what they are talking 
a b o u t ,  t h e y ‟ r e 
interested in your 

needs, or they just want to sell you a re-
map. 

 
I hope you find this little article useful and 
that it piques your interest in a very 
common and safe method for you to get the 
best from your „day car‟ – or perhaps your 
modern, „weekend fun car‟.  If you‟d like to 
know anything more, feel free to give me a 
call.  I‟m based right on the bottom of the 
M25 (five minutes from the M25/M23 
junction) and I‟d be delighted to offer any 
member of the Club a discount if they go 

ahead with a re-map from me.  If you‟re 
not near me, don‟t worry – I‟ll still be 
happy to help with questions and 
concerns.  I should also be able to 
recommend a re-mapper in your area.  
Re-mapping is one of those subjects 
that seems full of mystique but can 
easily be de-mystified by talking to the 
right person.   
 

Paul can be contacted on  
01883 341774,      07525 479932  
or info@experttuning.co.uk 

BASEBALL CAP (black, gold logo and script)   

        

    …  £8.50 

SKI HAT (black, woolly)   …  £8 

CLUB T-SHIRT  (various colours)   …  £13 

POLO SHIRT (various colours)   … £16.50 

POLO SHIRT (black)   …  £15.50 

SWEATSHIRT (black)   … £16.50 

CLOTH BADGE (black, sew onto anything!)  

        

    …  £8.50 

TAX DISC HOLDER (pop in a year-related    

  replica disc!)                     … 75p 

 
HOW TO ORDER , , , These items are available  

at selected events or direct from  

Administrator Rob,  contact him on 

 01372 842224 or 07767 306355  

or e-mail admin@speedstersandspyders.org.uk for 

TONY TONY TONY 
SAYS:SAYS:SAYS:   

“ Don’t just “ Don’t just “ Don’t just 
support the support the support the 

events events events ---   do it do it do it 
in style ! ”in style ! ”in style ! ”   
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Hundreds of v intage,  h igh 

performance and classic cars from 

around the world displayed on the 

Castle lawns of the "Loveliest castle 

in the world". 

There was a particularly fine display 

of classic and modern Astons near 

the Castle Keep and lots of classic 

Porsches. 

 

The weather was bright with rain 

showers and we were delighted to 

meet up with Paul Smith who had 

driven around the M25 from 

Maidenhead. 

 

Displaying your car gave free entry 

to the castle and grounds, which are 

extensive. There were live bands, a 

stunt driving show by Terry Grant - 

international stunt driver and 

multiple world record holder - in a 

brand new, jaw-dropping stunt 

routine set against the magnificent 

backdrop of the Castle. There was 

also a 'History of Motor Racing' 

show which was amusing and 

entertaining. 

A new attraction for this year's 

event was a Track Parade and we 

took part in the Saturday parade up 

and down the Leeds Castle Main 

Drive with a running commentary.  

John Mercer  reports from Leeds Castle 

Motors by the Moat is a two day classic gathering in the beautiful 

grounds of Leeds Castle in Kent, held this year over the weekend of 

12th/13th May. 

This was a really excellent show, only slightly spoiled by the odd shower. 
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Good morning, fellow Speedster 
owners. At last the weather is being 
kinder to us and we have already been 
able to enjoy our little cars in the 
appropriate top-down manner. 
 
Stoneleigh this year was great, 
weatherwise. The turnout for our Club 
stand was also excellent on Sunday. A 
great array of cars and it was good to see 
old friends again.  If you were there you will 
know that I almost attended with a „correct‟ 
car.  Unfortunately, our ever vigilant Events 
Co-ordinator did notice that my D24 Lancia 
Spider replica was badged with an „i‟ and 
not the requisite „y‟.  He did relent and allow 
me to stay tucked away at the back!! 

Unfortunately, despite it being the “largest 
Kit and Replica Show in Europe”, the 
number of general exhibitors/stall holders in 
the halls continue to dwindle.  The car 
clubs and car exhibitors still seem as 
enthusiastic as ever.  It is still the „Great 
Show‟.  It was rather special to have a 
genuine 356 Coupé on our pitch with us.  
Welcome and thanks!! 
 
As far as my chats went, topics were varied 
regarding mechanical queries, but there 
were also a number of „paperwork‟ 
discussions.  With the advent and roll out of 
ANPR (Automatic Number Plate 
Recognition) it is becoming all the more 
important that your vehicle is correctly 
registered and documented.  If anyone is 
considering buying a Speedster or Spyder, 
for goodness sake ensure the paperwork is 
correct.  Should you have any queries, you 
can always give me a call on the mobile 
(see „Who‟s Who‟ on page 2).   
 
On the personal front, The Dream Factory 
is about complete, if that could ever be!  My 
granddaughter has completed the doors in 
their period script. 
 
My great four-post lift is an absolute joy and 
too much fun!  It really will be a blessing in 
the winter months, allowing me to store the 
Speedster and Spider one above the 
another. I have enclosed my pictures to 
bore you! 
 
By the time you read this we hopefully will 
have returned safely - without drama - from 
the Dijon Grand Prix de l‟age d‟or.  We will 
be taking the yellow beast (Ferrari 355 GS 
replica).  This is because it has the largest 
clothing capacity for my partner Pearl and 
also we are  travelling with Kevin and 
Emma.  As they are proposing to take his 
Jaguar D-Type we will probably have to 
take some of Emma‟s „essentials‟. 
 
At the moment, the  rest of our programme 
of events - with one car or other – is: 

Si lverstone Classic, Brooklands, 
Henstridge and - of course - the greatest, 
the Retro Festival at Newbury Showground. 
 
Speedy is alive and well and will be coming 
to Henstridge and possibly other events.  
We shall see how the summer weather 
progresses . . . 
 
With regard to our „Club‟ cars, it is again 
time for a safety reminder:  your steering.  
Try turning lock-to-lock and listen and feel 
for any „notchiness‟ or wooly feel of the 
wheel.  Obviously, this is best done with the 
front of the car jacked up.  If this is the 
case, with the driver‟s wheel to hard left, 
using a powerful torch, check the condition 
of the steering coupling.  Avid readers will 
remember horror stories of these failing.  If 
you are not sure, get your friendly 
mechanic to check it for you. 

The other consideration is your tyres.  
While some members put a lot of miles on 
their cars, the vast majority don‟t.  I found 

THE 
RAYNSFORD  
FILES 

Len learns the importance 
of correct spelling – and 
warns of other dangers . . . 

Periodic checking of tyres is 
essential, advises Len 
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last week on the DTM replica, that the tread 
was wearing even and had plenty of life 
left.  This could not be said for the 
sidewalls.  They were perished and 
cracking, so I had to renew both front tyres 
although they looked fine!  Please check 
your Speedster tyres – and, again, if you 
are not sure ask your local friendly tyre 
depot. 
 
I was very surprised not to have sold any of 
my „collectables‟ pictured in the last issue.  
All of them Speedster and/or Porsche 
related and really quite desirable…  Should 
any of you be interested, give me a ring.  
Look back at page 19 of that issue and see 
what takes your fancy! 
 
Must stop now and get the car ready 
and  prepped for the France trip.  Hope 
to see many of you at the shows - or on 
the road. 

   It was torrential, water was pouring 

in from everywhere, both footwells had 

a couple of inches of water in them and 

the wipers were of absolutely no use at 

all! We edged slowly to Wilton … and 

eventually arrived.  We were able to 

park at the top end due to our late 

arrival and were next to a beautiful 

Daimler Dart - and along from a 

Morgan - both of which were almost as 

saturated as we were. 

   The weather had rendered the event 

almost a damp squib, but the 

camaraderie from those who had made 

it was great - and it certainly seemed 

that the visitors to Wilton were 

pleased to have such a varied array of 

classics to view. 

   There were a trio of 911s that had 

made the trip too and a beautiful 

Coupé.  A bonus was that we were 

allowed a free visit to see the Earl of 

Pembroke's private collection of 

beautiful cars … well worth a trip. 

   We   left  at 

11 o‟clock and, 

as  is  often  

the case,  drove 

home in bright 

sunshine with 

the roof down!  

Wilton Wilton Wilton 

Wake UpWake UpWake Up   
…the Pre-1988 Classic 

and Retro Cars show 

Story  & pictures by  Simon Dean 

   We set off for Wilton at 7.30am; we weren't going to go but the 

thunder storms seemed to have cleared, so we chanced it. Sadly, we 

were heading into the eye of the storm and encountered a downpour of 

biblical proportions!  
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John Mercer  
brings us early news of a new 
James Dean Speedster book 

 

Lee Raskin (pictured above), author of 
"James Dean at Speed"   and "James 

Dean: On The Road To Salinas", has 
contacted me from Baltimore, USA to tell 

us about a new book he is working on 
about James Dean and his 356 

Speedster. 
 

The Road to Salinas book was published 
on the 60th Anniversary of James Dean's 

death on September 30th 2015.  This 
book has become the definitive source of 

info regarding all of Dean’s racing 
endeavours and especially about the day 
of his fatal crash in 1955.  Salinas dispels 

all the embellished stories,  myths and 
rumours regarding the “Little Bastard’s”  – 

Dean’s 550 Spyder – whereabouts. 
 

Lee Raskin tells me he is putting the 

finishing touches to a brand new book 
which I think many of our members will be 

interested in  … it will be about James 
Dean and the Porsche 356 Speedster: 

Two Legendary Stars.   A complete 
biography about the origin of the TYP 

540 Speedster and how the Speedster 
became just as iconic as James Dean - 
who raced it during 1955.  Lee has 

promised to send me more information 
when it goes to the publisher and I hope to 

be able to give you advance information 
on how you can purchase a copy. 
 

Amazon Links to the two existing books 

are below: 
www.amazon.co.uk/James-Dean-Speed-

Lee-Raskin/dp/1893618498/ 
www.amazon.com/James-Dean-Salinas-

Lee-Raskin/dp/0989114937/ 

 

Those who attended Stoneleigh this 
year – or read the exclusive lead feature 
in TKC Magazine’s May/June issue –  
will be very much aware of the welcome 
‘return’ of the 718 Spyder replica.  OK, it 
didn’t really go away, but it has been on 
Spyder Inc’s back-burner for some time. 

The 718 became Porsche‟s competition 
weapon after the 550 Spyder, powered 
by an Ernst Fuhrmann designed 1.5 litre 
quad-cam flat four and weighed in at a 
mere 570 Kg.  John Jobber‟s GP Projects 
outfit introduced a superb replica in 1982 
but by 2001 he had retired to Geneva 
(although kept in telephonic touch with 
me at least once a year, threatening to 
„drop in‟ when taking his helicopter for 
servicing at nearby Yeovilton!).  Bart 
Aertgaerts of Belgium-based Pit Stop 
fame bought the manufacturing rights from 
John and set up a base near Helston in 
Cornwall, but producing and marketing the 
delightful little car by remote control across 
the Channel was never going to be a 
success. 
 
Come 2003 and erstwhile Speedsters & 
Spyders Club member Rob Lindsay 
appeared on the scene, with a background 

involving Beetles and Campers – and 
Speedsters.  Spyders Inc was formed to 
sell his versions of the project but always 
operated in a low-key manner, more as a 
hobby while still doing the „day job‟.  Now 
he has teamed up with a couple of 
business partners and the enterprise is set 

to be taken very seriously. 
 
 The car on show at Stoneleigh 
(and shown in the pictures on 
this page) is destined for a 
customer in France and orders 
for more have already been 
taken. 
 
If  you  are  thinking  yes,  it‟s a 
cute  little  number  but  almost 
as  impracticable  as  a  Morgan 
3-wheeler, think again.  With the 
full RS 60 screen in place there 
is a proper fabric hood with split-

triangle rear window available, making it as 
much of an all-weather car as a Speedster. 

 
A choice of 1.6 to 2 
litre engines will give 
it some poke and 
prices start at £29500 
if you don’t fancy a 
home build.  Visit 
www.718-rsk.co.uk or 
drop an email to: 
info@718-rsk.co.uk  

WEBMEISTER ?    

Will this new offering bring the success  this iconic creepy-
crawly has always deserved, wonders our Editor 
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June 2018 saw the 37th running of 

this great event, which included a 

breakfast meeting in Canterbury, a 

rally on interesting minor roads and 

a car show on Government Acre in 

sunny Ramsgate.  The event is 

organised by the Ramsgate Old 

Motor and Motor Cycle Club 

(ROMMCC) and all proceeds go to 

worthy charities. 

 

We had a good early-morning, top-

down run to Canterbury with warm 

sunshine and remarkably little 

traffic. Several hundred cars 

assembled and coffee and bacon 

butties were consumed, We were 

given rally route instructions and 

cars started leaving in groups of ten 

to fifteen at around 10.00am, with 

the oldest cars starting first. 

 

We had an enjoyable drive through 

villages we had never heard of, 

cheered on by enthusiastic 

spectators. On arrival at Ramsgate, 

cars parked up on a huge grassy area 

and along the upper promenade. 

There were lots of interesting cars 

including a 550 Spyder and an 

amazing Alvis. 

 

Lots of interesting Porsches and 

VWs, but this 1930 Ford Model A 

Phaeton  summoned  up  the  spirit  

The  
Great  

Bucket & 
Spade Run 

Story & Pictures by 

John Mercer 
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of  the event - such a great variety 

of cars. 
 

Next year: a different route - but 

I hope we'll be able to repeat the 

experience and still end up with a 

picnic by the sea in the sunshine 

overlooking Ramsgate Harbour. 

 

Our Slovenian correspondent, 
David White has been absent 
from these pages for a while 

but recently sent these pictures. 
The first two are from the 

Alpine Rally in Yugoslavia, circa 

1975 and show a battle-
scarred 356 Coupé and a 
similarly disfigured Denzel 

(note the 550 similarity).  The 
tough old days! 

ON THE 

WHITE 
LINE 

This 718 Spyder RSK was 
entered by the Porsche 

Works Team at Le Mans sixty 

years ago last month. 
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Events Co-ordinator  Tony Tucker introduces his revamped 

       DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Various members will be attending many events during this 
year and updated information can usually be found on the 

Club website and on our Facebook page. However, the 
following events are of particular significance and the Club 

has already made bookings for our appearance at them. 

The 18th Footman James Classic Vehicle Restoration Show will be held on 3rd and 
4th November 2018 at the Royal Bath & West Showground in Somerset, BA4 6QN.  

As usual, we will have a large stand in the Mendip Hall.  This year we really must 
show the world that we cover Spyders as well as Speedsters!  So, if you are a 

proud Spyder owner please contact us on speedsters_n_spyders@netherdale.net or 
01934 843007 to secure your place in this prestigious show. 
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Saturday 6th July: Blackmore Vale 
Revival at Henstridge Airfield on the 

Somerset/Dorset border.  

 
Members need to book individually  

(no cost) on 
www.henstridgeclassicrevival.com  

and then email me so that I can get 
sufficient space allocated for our cars.  

At the time of writing, eight of us are 
already booked for this excellent classic 

car event. 

Sunday 22nd July: Brooklands Classic & 
Retrojumble.  We will again have 
allocated space for the Club cars at this 
event. Let me know if you are going and 
I will email a Club Pass, which will get 
you a discounted entry fee (£11.50, 
which includes access to all the 
museums). Enter via the Campbell Gate 
- details on the Brooklands website. 

Sunday 16th  September: Club AGM at 
the de Havilland Museum - you will already 
have read on page 11 Administrator Rob‟s 
outline for this important Club event. 

 

looks forward to a really looks forward to a really 

stunning eventstunning event  

John Mercer  SEPTEMBER SUNFEST !SEPTEMBER SUNFEST !  

Just a quick reminder about the fourth 
‘Sywell Classic: Pistons and Props’ 
m o t o r i n g  f e s t i v a l ,  h e l d  a t 
Northamptonshire’s Sywell Aerodrome on 
Saturday 22nd and Sunday 23rd 

September 2018. The event continues to 
go from strength to strength, with last 
year’s event attracting 14,378 visitors 
who enjoyed historic racers, hot rods and 
motorbikes, classic ‘planes, vintage music 
and more than 800 club cars and bikes 
displayed by more than 80 clubs during 
a fantastic two day event, held under 
clear blue skies and brilliant sunshine. 

  See you there? 
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