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What you should know about Speedsters & Spyders - the Club! 
Members participate in Club Events entirely at their own risk.  No responsibility is accepted by the Club, the Administrators or 

Officials for any loss or damage howsoever caused.  Information given in this magazine is done so in good faith.  If inaccuracies 
do occur we accept no responsibility for resulting damage to persons or property in whatever form  -  but we will print corrections 

in the issue following notification. 
CLUB ADMINISTRATOR  -  Rob Jones; telephone 01372 842224 or 07767 306355;  

e-mail: admin@speedstersandspyders.org.uk 
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CLUB WEBSITE :  www.speedstersandspyders.org.uk     WEB ADMINISTRATOR  -  John Mercer; e-mail: johnm@speedsters.com                    
CLUB FACEBOOK GROUP:  www.facebook.com/groups/SpeedstersandSpyders/ 

FACEBOOK ADMINISTRATOR - Franco Iannotta; e-mail: f.iannotta@sky.com      

DEADLINE  for the next issue is  

4th June.  
 

Speedsters and Spyders:  building, 
buying, modifying, exercising, showing, 

travelling the world in, sharing your 
garage with…  

YOU tell the story! 
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Some of the cars have been used in film 
and TV shoots, including the 1956 Lagonda 
3-litre drophead driven by Prince Philip in 
the Netflix series, “The Crown”.  Rodger 
owns no less than twenty-four Aston Martin 
Lagondas (why?) and his collection 
includes a number of unique cars, amongst 
which is a rather bizarre factory-built 

Jensen Interceptor with a boot. He clearly 
has a passion for Jensens as the collection 
features  a number of other period Jensens 
including a 1952 Interceptor convertible, a 
1965 CV8, a 1956 541 and a beautiful 
1938 S-Type 3.5 litre Tourer. Another 
unique car - and one that for some reason 
caught my eye - is a 1962 Ford Consul 
convertible. 
 
I was in London recently and visited the 
Design Museum, now located in purpose-
built premises in Kensington. The museum 

was hosting a Ferrari exhibition, celebrating 
seventy years of the marque. I’m not a 

Ferrari fan, certainly of modern Ferraris, but 
some of the exhibits from the very early 
days were wonderful to look at. At the 
entrance to the exhibition was a replica of 
the very first Ferrari, the 1947 Ferrari 125 S 
with a 1.5 litre V12 engine. This same 
engine design was continuously developed 
until, by the late 1960s, it had doubled in 
capacity - with a three-fold increase in 
horsepower.  Also featured were the 
designers’ wire frames and  wooden bucks 
of yesteryear.  

FBHVC publications often contain items 
of general interest to members. The latest 
magazine from FBHVC devotes 
considerable space to the UK’s 
implementation of the EU Roadworthiness 
Testing Directive which comes into effect 
on 20th May 2018, detailing the implications 
for historic vehicles. The new regulations 
confirm how the MoT test will apply to 
historic vehicles and specifically Vehicles of 
Historic Interest (VHIs). VHIs are defined 
as vehicles over forty years old that have 
not been substantially modified. The 
change provides a right to an exemption 
from the MOT, but many owners will 
obviously wish to continue to submit their 
vehicles for an annual MoT test. Note that 
this does not apply to our cars, which are 
classed as being ‘substantially modified’ 
and will therefore continue to be tested as 
before. I have mentioned previously that if  
members wish to find more details on this 
or other matters,  they can access the 
FBHVC publications online at: fbhvc.co.uk 
 
On admin matters I would just like to 
provide a further reminder to members of 
the two events I covered in a recent email. 
 
Firstly, Stoneleigh: for many years the Club 
has had a pitch at Stoneleigh for the 
National Kit Car Motor Show and this year 
is no exception. We have reserved pitch 
33D, our regular pitch. The event will this 
year take place over the Spring Bank 
Holiday weekend, on  Sunday 6th and 
Monday 7th  May. The Top Car award will 
be presented on Sunday as usual. I will 
send out a reminder and further details 
nearer the time. For those of you who have 
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Club Administrator 
Rob Jones 

… on impressive 
collections,  

changes to the law, 
important Club 

events and more 
new members … 

Rob’s Ramblings 

Private collection:  I was very pleased  when a friend, who is a member of Lloyds 
Motor Club and a real petrolhead (he commutes to his office in the City in a hotted 
up 2CV), invited me to one of their club meetings, an arranged visit to Studio 434, a  
collection of over 400 cars spanning over one hundred years of motoring history and 
privately owned by Rodger Dudding.  If you ever get the chance to go, don’t hesitate  
- it is a wonderful and eclectic collection located just off the M25 in Potters Bar. 

1952 Interceptor 
Convertible 

Jensen’s 541  
and CV8 coupés 

The  
3.5 litre  

Tourer 

Rare Consul 
Classic 315 

Convertible 
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Gerald Dawson  
gets all fuelled up 

not been before, details can be found at: 
www.nationalkitcarshow.co.uk 
 
Secondly, the AGM: this year’s  venue will 
be the de Havilland aircraft museum, just 
off J22 of the M25, on  Sunday 16th 
September – which, hopefully will make it 
accessible to members coming from all 
directions. Full meeting-up details and 
Agenda etc will be sent out later. The day 
will include a guided tour around the 
museum and a buffet lunch - and we will be 
asking for a small contribution from each 
attendee towards the museum’s charge for 
this and for the hire of the meeting room. 

Interestingly - and I only discovered this 
after finding the venue - John Mercer, our 
webmaster and prolific contributor to the 
magazine, did his apprenticeship there. 
More details of the venue can be found at: 
www.dehavillandmuseum.co.uk 
 
Finally, as always I would like to welcome 
new members to the Club: Graham 
Howelland,  Russell Clough and Julie 
Adams with their Chesil Speedsters; Paul 
Reynolds  also with a Chesil Speedster - 
registered  in 2002, it has spent most of its 
life in storage and Paul bought it in 
September with 1950 miles on the clock;  
Richard  Lewis looking for a Speedster (he 
obviously has great taste as he is  looking 
for one with the same colour combination 
as mine  - ivory with chocolate brown 
interior); lastly James Temple with his 
Spyder 718 RS60 ‘long nose’ of unknown 
origin. 

As my 

Speedster 

has not been 

out since 

November, 

I’m afraid I 

have nothing about its travels to 

report on in this issue.  However... 

Recently I’ve read a lot in the press 

about the harmful effects of Ethanol 

in petrol.  It is generally considered 

that Ethanol is bad for 'classic cars'.  

Looking into this I find that the 

problem is mainly cars that are left 

unused for periods of time.   As most 

of our Speedsters are not used much 

in the cold winter months I decided 

to investigate more.   The problem is 

that Ethanol is hygroscopic - that is, 

it absorbs moisture from the air.  It 

is this moisture that collects in fuel 

systems and causes corrosion.  

Someone asked the major petrol 

companies which petrol contains no 

Ethanol and Esso replied that their 

Super Unleaded 97 octane has no 

Ethanol added in most areas.  I think 

that it will be OK to use regular 95 

octane during the summer, when it 

does not stay in the system for long, 

but use 97 octane with no Ethanol if 

there is a chance of the car being 

unused for long periods.   

The Ethanol and its water collects at 

the bottom of petrol tanks - so that 

when trying to start, this mixture is 

drawn through the system and makes 

starting difficult.   

I found on the internet someone 

selling a system for removing Ethanol 

from petrol.  This system uses the 

fact that petrol will float on the top 

of Ethanol and water.  I made a 

simple test for this by putting some 

water in a glass jar and marked the 

level.  Then I filled the jar with 

petrol.  Left to stand until the next 

day I found that the water level had 

risen, probably by the Ethanol joining 

the water at the bottom of the jar.  

I then syphoned off the petrol via a 

filter into a can.   

I do not plan to use this system to 

remove the Ethanol from my petrol, I 

shall buy 97 octane.  This is purely  

 

 

 

my amateur opinion, mostly gathered 

from conversations with friends and 

looking on the internet, so if anyone 

has more scientific information I 

would be grateful to hear it. 

Editorial comment:  When this 

interesting item arrived from Gerald 

I replied to him with some thoughts 

and experiences of my own.  

Discussing it again, in person at the 

recent Blue Bowl Classic Car 

Gathering, Gerald suggested I should 

add those thoughts to his.  So here 

we go... 

I didn't know about the water 

aspect, from what I had heard and 

read I gathered that the Ethanol 

attacked various components used in 

the fuel systems of cars built before 

the early 'eighties - fuel lines, 

gaskets etc.  I have been using 

Tesco's Momentum ever since it was 

recommended to me during a 

discussion on the Ethanol problem.  

Not only does Momentum largely get 

over that problem, it actually 

improves performance and economy - 

and it is noticeable if you fill an 

almost empty tank with it and within 

a mile or so the car actually feels 

more lively ... and if you do a 'before 

and after' test you will see that 

economy improves!  That also is true 

when comparing other brands of 

'Super' with Momentum in modern 

performance engines - I've done The 

Test with my Bentley Continental GT 

and witnessed the change!  I've told 

several people and every one of them 

has agreed.  Give it a go!  Gerald 

understands that Esso is linked with 

Tesco, which links his earlier 

thoughts with mine. 

Premium fuel was to have added up to 

10% Ethanol, while there was a 

promise that no more than 5% would 

be added to Super grade ... but then 

the fuel companies seemed to 

chicken-out of the increase.  If they 

carry out the change they must put a 

sticker on the pumps to make users 

aware of the higher level. 

Wire frames and 
wooden bucks ... 

… used before  
the more recent clay models 

166MM of 1950 and 
250 GT of 1957 

THE APPLIANCE OF SCIENCE . . . 
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The site has now 
grown to nearly 300 
pages, including a 
large number of 
individual Member's 
Pages - together with 
Club Event Reports 
which are indexed 
and available back to 
2006. If you are 
thinking of going to a 
particular event, you 
may find it useful to 
check previous event 
reports.  

 
If you have not done so already, please do send me photos and 
details of yourself and your car so that I can put up an individual 
Member's page linked to the Membership List page.  I would also 
ask existing members who have not looked at their Individual 
Pages recently to have a check and send me any updates - some 
Member's pages still refer to jobs they are going to do on their cars 
in 2014!  
 
A stagnant, dated site will not encourage new members to join - it 
seems reasonable that anyone thinking of joining would be 
encouraged by being able to browse through photos of Members’ 
cars and reading how they came to build or acquire them. 
 
Online Membership Administration 
In terms of joining and paying subs, the Website payment system 
seems to be working well and almost all our 
membership applications now come 
through our website. Renewals 
are also working 
w e l l , 

except for those members who are still renewing at the old rate. 
[For which they are now receiving reduced benefits, such as fewer 
magazines per year… Ed] 
 
Website Traffic 
I noted last year that quite a bit of traffic that would previously have 
gone to our website is now going to our FaceBook presence, which 
has taken over as our main communication channel. In spite of this 
our website still receives well over 1,000 unique visitors a month 
and page views have gone up to 5,000 in a good month. 49% of 
visitors access the website via Desktop Computers, 28% via 
Tablets and 23% via Smartphones.  
 
Source of Visitors  
The main source of new visitors is through Search Engines (78%) - 
we have quite good visibility under most expected search phrases. 
A Google search for 'Speedsters & Spyders' or 'Speedsters and 
Spyders' brings up several hundred thousand web pages and the 
Club website is always in first position. If you have not explored our 
site in detail - why not? 
 
Additions to the Website make it a more vital information 
resource 
At the last AGM I suggested several actions we could take to make 
the website more effective as a membership recruiting tool:  
* Add PDF copies of previous quarterly magazines that can be 
read online 
* Add up-to-date information on the range of Club clothing, not 
updated for years! 

* Ask Members to contribute to our list of useful 
Speedster books and videos 
* Get Members to submit details of suppliers they 
have found helpful/useful 
* Start a series of Technical article pages covering 
different jobs  on the cars - it would  be great  to 
build  a  knowledge  base  that  all  Members 
could  share 
* Finally - add some content for a Spyders 
section which has not been updated for years! 
 
[Most of those points also apply to 
submissions for our Club magazine – which 
EVERY Member receives, whether they 
want it or not!  Ed] 
 
So far I have received nothing on any of 
the above points - but I hope this may 
change - particularly with the help of our 
new and more enthusiastic Members. 
I'm happy to continue to manage and 
develop the site - but please let's 
have a bit of input and support! 
 

So, now that you are inspired to 
contribute, a reminder that you can contact me at:  

johnm@speedsters.com 

Let’s drink to an even more active Club website 

in 2018   suggests our webmaster  John Mercer 
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Well, not actually that  full, 

laments Editor  Vernon 

As reported in our last issue, 

thermals are the order of the day 

for attendance at the Blue Bowl 

Classic Car Gathering held near 

West Harptree, a few miles south 

of Bristol.  This takes place on the 

last Saturday of each month, from 

around midday.  The event gets its 

name from the pub which lends its 

car park or adjoining field to the 

enthusiasts who meet up there, 

often with a wide array of 

classics. 

This time we expected 

four Speedsters to appear (I spoiled 

it last time by arriving in the Morgan 

3-wheeler) and this time ... Gerald 

Dawson spoiled it by braving the 

elements in his Singer tourer, with 

the hood down.  While mentioning 

those of a masochistic nature, 

Martin Burge couldn’t find the button 

to press and also arrived topless in 

his Speedster.  John Porter and I 

were wimps.  Warm(ish) wimps. 

 

To us was added the organiser’s 

Guards Red Porsche 911 Targa ... and 

several promises of cars which failed 

to materialise ... including a 

DeLorean. 

 

Oh – and the pub didn’t open.  It 

seems that a big ‘do’ was held there 

the night before and the landlord 

had not recovered.  To be fair, it was 

mentioned on their website, so the 

gathering’s organiser was prepared 

and, although the landlord was happy 

for us to use the parking facilities, it 

was decided to run in convoy a couple 

of miles along the road to the Ring 

o’Bells... where the ‘classics’ count 

went up by one, as they have a red 

Citroen 2CV Weekender as a 

roadside promotional tool! 

 

We generated lots of attention with 

the customers - and discussion on all 

things ‘classic’ was never-ending, as 

you would expect.  What a 

knowledgeable bunch of people – I’m 

sure we all learned a lot.  Which is an 

important part of why we gather 

together with like-minded individuals 

at such events as these of course. 

 

See YOU at the next one? 

ANOTHER CLASSIC BOWL-FULL 



7.  

I bought my Speedster from Colin 
McGuire  back  in  2009.   Colin was the 
R & D Manager at Tygan and was very 
helpful in pointing out and explaining 
details on the Red 9 Design E Z Rider 
Twin-Wishbone Front/Rear Suspension 
Assembly fitted to my car.  Colin had the 
suspension set up by Center Gravity 
Ltd, Atherstone, Warwickshire and was 
complimentary on the work carried out.  
My Speedster still features as a case 
study on the Center Gravity website. 
 
‘Speedy’ always had a firm ride but it was 
never uncomfortable, even on long 
journeys.  Well, in the beginning anyway.  
As the years passed the handling 
characteristics of Speedy changed for the 
worse. The car had slowly become more 
skittish on local roads - and even on 
motorways (travelling to Speedster rallies) 
significant vibration was evident from the 
steering wheel.  This got worse over the 
last two to three years, not helped by 
numerous potholes!  Clearly it was time for 
either a wheel balance or a chassis re-tune 
where castor, camber, toe-in and a host of 
other variables are measured and adjusted 
to improve handling.  All I had to do was 
find a local company to undertake the work 
at a reasonable price, as travelling to 
Atherstone would be too far – simples! 
 

Well, not so. I looked at a few garages and 
they were unable or unwilling.  Apparently, 

the car was either too low for their 
equipment or it would not attach to the 
wheels. Eventually I came across Adam 
and Page in High Wycombe,  who would re
-tune the chassis if I could leave the car 
with them for the day. Fortunately, I had the 
original  Centre Gravity set-up data and 
Red 9 suggested settings. These would be 
used as the bench mark set-up to aim for.  I 
increased the tyre pressure to 31 psi rear 
and 23 psi front and made sure the car had 
half a tank of gas to replicate the original 
data.  I headed to High Wycombe and 
dropped Speedy off with baited breath. 
 
Late afternoon, I got the call and went back 
to collect the car. Adrian at Adam and Page 
was very thorough and re-tuned the set-up 
to within a cat’s whisker of the Center 
Gravity readings.  Driving experience? 
Well, it doesn’t jump around any more and I 
can finally keep Speedy on the straight and 
narrow.  Also, it’s more fun to drive now! 

So, I’m pleased with the result and the 
small nuggets of knowledge I’ve picked up 
on the way. 

 
Finally, if you would like more information 
on any of the above just drop me a line to: 
paulmmsmith@hotmail.co.uk 
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The original Center Gravity final measurements 

Paul Smith    
has his suspenders seen to . . . 

How to adjust your 
Speedster’s 
 flight path 
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Club Administrator Rob Jones 

 - on our response to the proposals and  
the importance of the word ‘replica’ 

  
 
 
 
The above named consultation document 
contained proposals to introduce legislation 
on reducing emissions from road vehicles – 
largely driven, it seems, by Dieselgate. 
 

As members know from emails, we have 
responded to the above consultation as it 
included what amounts to an ill-founded 
attack on the kit car industry. Government 
is required to consult on new legislation but 
history suggests they very often pay lip 
service to this process, with the final 
legislation often being identical to the 
original proposals. Let us hope that this 
time it will be different and our views will be 
taken into account, given the many 
responses from the industry itself, from the 
kit car magazines, from other kit car clubs 
as well as ourselves and, in particular, from 
FBHVC (who have considerable lobbying 
power).  Mentioning our own response, can 
I take this opportunity to thank all those 
members who commented on my original 
draft. This is the Club’s submission. 
 

This is a response on behalf of the 
Speedsters and Spyders Club – a club 
dedicated to owners of replica 1950s 
Porsche Speedsters and Spyders. All 
members have been made aware of the 
consultation and this represents the views 
of members. 
 

We are generally in support of the objective 
of the proposals. However, we are 
concerned about the proposal set out in 
paragraphs 4.10-4.12 which, because they 
relate to very small numbers of vehicles 
produced for a niche market of enthusiasts, 
would have an immeasurably small  impact 
on overall air quality whilst having a very  
damaging impact on the SMEs involved. 
 

Our responses therefore relate only to 
paragraphs 4.10-4.13, with specific 
response to Questions 10 and A1 
 

Question 10  
Many kit cars are designed and constructed 
to be a near replica of historic cars. In order 
to replicate as close as possible the 
originals it is normal practice to use re-
claimed and re-built historic engines, which 
do not meet current emissions standards. 
As a specific example, in the case of 
Speedsters and Spyders, the requirement 
to replicate the originals dictates the use of 

air-cooled flat-four engines, with the only 
ones widely available being VW Type 1 or 
Type 4 engines from the 1960s or 1970s. If 
it is not possible to build a replica with an 
appropriate engine it is likely this market 
will suffer with major adverse impact on the  
SMEs involved. 
 

Paragraph 4.11 states: “for kit cars 
compliance with the MoT standards current 
at the date of registration will be required 
despite the use of an older engine”. This 
appears to suggest that, as worded,   it will 
apply to all existing kit cars and not just 
those planning to be registered under IVA 
after the new rules come into play. We trust 
this is not the objective of these proposals 
or it would lead to a very substantial 
number of existing kit cars being banned 
from use on the roads. 
 

According to Government statistics the total 
population of road vehicles in UK is 37.5 
million. It should obviously be possible to 
establish the number of kit cars on the road 
from the number of cars that have been put 
through either the former SVA test or 
current IVA test but we do not have access 
to this statistic. Nevertheless  it is obvious 
from their rare sightings  on UK roads that 
the population  of kit cars is tiny and will  
only number in the thousands. Kit cars are, 
in almost all cases, not used as regular 
daily cars but as ‘fun cars’ and as such they 
typically do only a small mileage each year 
compared to the average daily car. It is 
apparent therefore that the impact on air 
quality created by the population of kit cars 
is totally insignificant and unmeasurably 
small and the proposed change is not 
justified and could destroy the kit car 
industry. 
 

The draft Statutory Instrument proposes  
that the emissions  requirements for kit cars 
will be by means of  minor amendments to 
the existing IVA.  Kit cars currently under 
construction and not completed by the 
commencement date would become un-
registerable. This will have major cost 
implications for any kit car builders  who 
are currently  in the process of  building a 
kit car in the reasonable expectation that, 
on completion, it would be capable of being 
registered. 
 

Question A1 
It is clear that there has been no or very 
limited discussion with the kit car sector 
and little understanding of the kit car 
industry. It is a highly fragmented industry 

with a few relatively large companies (large 
in this context means a few hundred kits or 
turnkey vehicles per year), with a 
considerable number of smaller companies 
making just a few specialised vehicles each 
year to cater for the wide range of 
enthusiasts who wish to buy or build such a 
car. Paragraph 5.4 states an overall cost to 
business of £0.3m.  It seems almost certain 
that this overall cost estimate has not taken 
into account the highly damaging financial 
impact these proposals would make on kit 
car SMEs. 
 

Paragraph 6.1 states that the Department 
is working to reduce the impact on SMEs.  
The impact on kit car SMEs resulting from 
the proposals in paragraphs 4.10 to 4.12 
would have precisely the opposite effect. 
 

The kit car industry represents an example 
of sustainability in practice with cars very 
often being built with parts – engine/
gearbox/suspension and steering/chassis -  
from donor cars that would otherwise be 
scrapped. This should be encouraged 
rather than be subject to legislation which 
would have a significant negative impact on 
the industry for no material benefit. 
 

The changes are being introduced by 
means of a Statutory Instrument which, 
according to my understanding of these 
matters, means that, as secondary 
legislation, it will not be debated in 
Parliament and can therefore be introduced 
immediately following the consultation 
period and the Government’s review 
thereof – almost certainly then within the 
next three months. Some rules will not be 
introduced until 2019 but, as mentioned 
above, the rules for kit cars will  be 
implemented by a simple change in the IVA 
rules on emissions, so could happen 
immediately following the post-consultation 
review period. There is a paragraph – 
reproduced below - which suggests there 
will be separate consultation on this and 
anyone in the situation of currently building 
(or contemplating) building a Speedster or 
Spyder and worried about the changes 
should sign up as follows:  
 

DVSA are planning to consult their existing 
customers on new manual pages taking 
account of the changes proposed in this 
consultation. Please sign up at https://
public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDVSA/
s u b s c r i b e r / n e w  o r  c o n t a c t 
ivs.consult@dft.gsi.gov.uk to be added to 
DVSA's list of consultees. 

Government consultation on road vehicles – 

Improving Air Quality 
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This had better weather and a much 

better turn-out than the previous 

year or two, although we did without 

our usual Speedsters and Spyders 

Club marquee, which had been proving 

an increasingly unnecessary expense, 

given how little we actually used it 

and the cost involved. 

We followed this with a terrific new 

meeting at Henstridge  (the 

Blackmore Vale Revival), did without 

the much-changed Castle Combe 

event, but met up as a Club at 

Brooklands for the Classic Car and 

Retrojumble Show.  

 

What was interesting though, was 

the number of other events attended 

by individuals, or small numbers of 

members, at shows all over the 

country. John Mercer was a 

key to much of this with his 

attendance at many events, 

but plenty of other 

members also went on their 

own, or in small groups, to 

other meetings. 

 

I hope that this trend 

will continue again this 

year, but I suggest that 

members continue to use 

emails, Facebook and 

the Club website to let 

others know what they 

are doing, in the hope 

that groups can get 

together at different 

shows. I know that John 

Mercer will be using the 

website to post details 

of events that might be 

of interest, so keep your eyes open if 

you are keen to 

get to some great 

shows! 

 

With regard to 

Club organised 

events, I would 

flag up at this 

stage, several 

important dates:  

 

□ First is Sunday, 6th May, 

for the May Bank Holiday 

Stoneleigh Park National 

Kit Car Motor Show. I 

hope that we can build on 

last year’s good turnout 

and enjoy this event, 

where there is always a lot of good 

stuff to be bought from the many 

dealers and a chance to see Peter 

Bailey on the Chesil stand with his 

latest wares. We will award our 

annual “Best in Show” trophy at 

3pm on the Sunday. The show 

continues on Monday for anyone 

wanting to catch it on the second 

day.  Our usual pitch, 33D, will be 

available to members on both days. 

 

□ There are two events on Sunday 

3rd June. One is the VW Expo 

show at Stonor Park near Henley-

on-Thames, which used to be 

popular with some members and is 

a truly great venue. However, 

TIPEC (The Independent Porsche 

Enthusiasts Club) are again joining 

up with the Beaulieu Motor 

Museum to hold their annual show 

on the same day. We have not 

attended the TIPEC event as a 

Club for some years, owing to 

several changes of venue, date and 

even a couple of years when it did 

not take place. But TIPEC have 

always given us a really genuine 

welcome and Beaulieu is a terrific 

choice of venue. I am hoping that 

enough of us can get together to 

make it worth attending as a Club.  

 

 The show is called “Simply 

Porsche” and entry is from 

9.00am, with bacon rolls etc on 

Heads off into  

THE SEASON 

Events Co-ordinator   

        Tony Tucker  

2018  
Last year, as I predicted in my preview of events, was indeed a bit of a 

change from the past.  A few locals went to Sandown Park for the 

Volksworld Show at the end of March, but the first big meeting was, as 

usual, the annual National Kit Car Motor Show at Stoneleigh Park.  
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sale in the Brabazon restaurant. 

You need a ticket, purchased 

online (check “Simply Porsche” 

website). £10 in advance, £12 on 

the day. Let me know if you book, 

so that I can get sufficient space 

allocated on-site to enable us to 

park together (I believe that we 

may have to meet up and arrive 

together to be parked alongside 

each other). More news in due 

course, on the website and at 

Stoneleigh Park. 

□ The Blackmore Vale Revival event  

at Henstridge Airfield in 

Somerset was new to us last year 

and was a great success. The array 

of classic cars on display had to be 

seen to be believed! There were 

several flypasts, including one by a 

World War 2 Hurricane. If you 

want to dress up in vintage 

costume (as per the Goodwood 

Revival), there is a prize for “best 

dressed”! The organisers are very 

keen  to  welcome us on 7th July 

and have already booked a place 

for our cars.  But  you  still need 

t o  boo k  i n d i v idua l l y  v i a 

www.henstridgeclassicrevival.com 

and let me know when you have 

done so (ajt@speedsters.com) so 

that I can get the appropriate 

space allocated to us. There are 

already half a dozen of us booked 

to go. 

□ After this, there is the Brooklands 

Classic Car and Retrojumble Show 

on Sunday, 22nd July, for which I 

will book a Club site – again, I’d 

like to know who’s going, so that I 

can book the right amount of 

space. Brooklands is such a great 

venue, with so much to see, that it 

is always worth an annual visit. 

□ As you may already know, Rob 

Jones has arranged for this year’s 

Club AGM to take place on 16th 

September at the de Havilland 

Museum in Hertfordshire. Rob 

gives more information elsewhere 

in this magazine but, quite apart 

from the chance to be shown 

around a place of great interest, 

this should also be a good day out 

- and a chance to help the Club 

plan its future activities. It is well 

within reach of most Club 

members in their cars, although I 

appreciate that it is a fair drive 

from the West Country or the 

north. But I - and others - 

regularly travel from the south-

east down to Somerset or up to 

Kenilworth without too much 

difficulty and I think it would be 

great to see as many members as 

possible at this event. 

 

As I mentioned at the beginning, 

there are many other events which 

Club members will be attending.  

Please do your best to publicise 

these via the website, magazine, 

Facebook, etc. I know that 

members like Gerald Dawson, John 

Mercer and Len Raynsford (among 

others)   attend  various  events, 

so  there  should  be “something 

for everyone”! 

 

So there we are – roll on a summer of great Speedstering and Spydering! 
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While ‘3lly’ now had blistering 
acceleration - and few road cars could 
keep up with her in a straight line - this 
was all rather academic when it was 
impossible to steer her in a straight line!  
So back to the shop and check out the 
tracking, etc.  After a formal visit to the 
Red 9 works in Doncaster I had her back 
- and soon realised the set-up was far 
worse! 
 
‘3lly’ was suffering from mega “bump 
steer”.  Simon at Red 9 recommended we 
try Center Gravity if his set-up was not 
right.  Well, the set-up may have been right 
for a VW bus, but not for a Chesil 
Speedster. 
 
Oh dear, how do we get  ‘3lly’ to Center 
Gravity?   This was a one hour drive to 
Atherstone, just off the M42.   Simples ... 
James and I loaded ‘3lly’ onto a trailer and 
took her there. 
 
Chris at Center Gravity checked her over, 
reset front and rear suspension ... etc, etc - 
and fitted proper Porsche track rod ends.  A 
whole day’s work, but what a 
transformation.  She now drives beautifully 
and I cannot smile wide enough. Strangely, 
I highly recommend Center Gravity. Once 
we were there, Chris insisted on giving me 
a tutorial on the nuances of the “Akerman 
angle” and how modern steering had come 
a long way since the horse and carriage 
was churning up his lordship’s gravel drive.  
The compulsory tutorial was all part of the 
Center Gravity experience, apparently. 
 
I only nipped out for a Sunday paper – 
however, I managed to rip off the air scoop 

that sits under the radiator (the radiator is 
now where the spare wheel was).   I think 
the term is “spirited driving” - well anyway, 
she now ran way too hot.  I managed to 
source a Subaru air scoop to fit under the 
front end.   How  did  we  manage  before  
E-bay?  I thought this would solve the 
issue.  I wish.  It was back to James and 
Matt at Beechdale Motors. They took a 
whole day trying various scoops and 
eventually the Mark Six iteration was a 
success. Another transformation, she runs 
at a normal temperature and the electric 
cooling fan only cuts in when at a standstill.  
 
It really is Happy Days from here on. I have 
a Speedster that really does speed.  I don’t 

drive in fear of a ruptured hose, clouds of 
steam etc. I don’t drive in fear of veering off 
into a roadside ditch.  I just drive - and 
drive ... and drive. She is truly awesome. 
 
The only thing lacking is Southern 
Californian sunshine. 

Job done! 

Nick Rodick  

SORTED! 

Handling and cooling issues . . .  
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The Speedsters  
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John Mercer  

 
Our Facebook page was started in 

May 2015 and replaced the primitive 

Forum we used to run as part of the 

website; indeed it has taken over 

from the Club Magazine and the Club 

Website as the most important and 

most active platform used by 

Members and potential members to 

communicate with each other. 

 

There are many thousands of 

postings every year and many, many 

thousands of photographs uploaded 

for all members to access. Some days 

have seen more than one hundred 

posts, including lots of interesting 

photographs. Members discuss things 

that they are doing to their cars, 

problems that they need advice on, 

events they have attended and 

highlight upcoming events that other 

enthusiasts might like to attend. 

 

Some typical posts are illustrated 

here. 

 

Posting on our Facebook Group is an 

excellent way to advise other 

Members of Classic Car and 

Motorsport events - with venue 

details, photos and links to websites. 

This has worked particularly well 

with smaller, local shows and posts 

can be made at relatively short 

notice. 

 

Members also post queries related to 

their cars or build, together with 

photos if required and they can be 

sure of getting helpful comments and 

useful information back almost 

straight away. 

 

We have allowed 'guests' to join on 

the basis that they may later become 

members of our Club.  We have said 

that, if they do not become 

Subscribing Club Members within a 

month or so they will be removed 

from the page and no longer be able 

to make posts. Quite a few 'guest 

posters' have become Club Members 

and our Facebook presence has 

become our  most effective 

recruitment tool. 

 

I would also appeal to the few Club 

Members who have not yet visited or 

posted on our Facebook page to have 

a look and give it a try. There is a link 

on every page of our website, but the 

full address is www.Facebook.com/

groups/SpeedstersandSpyders 

 

Some of you, like me, may be in their 

dotage and are not avid Facebook 

users. I don't use Facebook much 

myself but do make a point of looking 

at our page every day and it has 

helped me sort out problems with my 

car and has made it possible to meet 

up with other enthusiastic Members 

at relatively short notice - for 

example, if the weather forecast for 

the weekend ahead looks good.  

 

If older Members still have doubts 

about current technology - ask your 

grandchildren for help in setting up a 

Facebook Account - I'm sure you 

won't regret it. 

 
[It’s not simply a matter of age, John.  
Where the heck do they find the time?  
My life is overcrowded already!   
Although I have never visited any 
Facebook page, simply by looking at the 
extracts John has provided here I can 
easily see the usefulness of it. 
However in terms of importance, I 
would rate it as equal to physically 
meeting up with fellow members at 
events and contributing to the Club 
magazine - which, of course,  is 
received by all members. Ed]                                                                                                          

BASEBALL CAP (black, gold logo 

           and script)   …  £8.50 

SKI HAT (black, woolly)  …  £8 

CLUB T-SHIRT  (various colours)  

                            …  £13 

POLO SHIRT (various colours)  

                          … £16.50 

POLO SHIRT (black)  …  £15.50 

SWEATSHIRT (black) … £16.50 

CLOTH BADGE (black, sew onto 

              anything!) …  £8.50 

   TAX DISC HOLDER (pop in a 

       year-related replica disc!)                 

       … 75p 
 

HOW TO ORDER , , , These items 

are available ONLY from the 

Speedsters & Spyders Club HQ 

address (and at selected events).  
 

 Please contact Administrator Rob on 

01372 842224 or 07767 306355  

or e-mail 

admin@speedstersandspyders.org.uk 

for details of availability and how to 

pay.   We carry most items in stock, 

but there may be a short delay if we 

have to reorder from our supplier. 

Change into 
top gear   

  for the  
     new season ... 

& Spyders Club Facebook Page   
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Vernon has asked if I would write a bit 
about the latest proposed legislation 
that could very seriously affect our cars. 
It is the introduction of more stringent 
emissions tests at the IVA, which would 
mean the need for much better fuel 
control and the use of a catalyst. 
Although not impossible for our 
engines, it would be very difficult and an 
increase of costs on already a very 
expensive engine to build. 

As like the previous bit of legislation to 
cause panic (40-year old cars no longer 
requiring an MOT), I felt it essential to 
obtain confirmation of what it really meant 
from ‘the horse’s mouth’ - so I contacted 
the DfT directly and talked to a very 
understanding Mike Lowe (Acting Head of 
Branch, Regulation, International Vehicle 
Standards). 
 
Mike, I believe, was unaware that it was not 
just laziness by ourselves, not to change to 
a more modern engine, but that we did not 
want to. Consideration as regards 
authenticity for our replicas, as with the 
Cobras, Sevens, Jaguars etc, had not been 
realised. He also mentioned that this was a 
section, of all the proposals, that was not 
essential to be implemented - and that with 
strong representation against, it could well 
be dropped. 

Wheels were then put into motion and, with 
help from Complete Kit Car magazine - in 
particular Ian Stent and Adam Wilkins 
(Edi tor) - we contacted many 
manufacturers and clubs to elicit their help 
(see News section on CKC website). Many, 
of course, have responded of their own 
accord and collectively the DfT have 
received, I believe, over one hundred 
responses against the proposal. 
 
The industry is now a far cry from what it 
was and although this will not affect some, 
to many it will be yet another difficult hurdle 
to overcome - and will be another ‘nail in 
the coffin’ of this unique worldwide 
respected industry which is the envy of 
many a motoring enthusiast. 
 
The closing date for any responses is 
Friday the 2nd March, so no doubt when this 

issue of the magazine comes out it will be 
too late for any further representations. 
Hopefully our industry has done enough to 
provoke a positive response, ie this section 
of the proposals to be dropped.  
 
Here at Chesil, the season picks up 
(although it never really quietens down for 
us!), with the latest Chesil out the door to a 
far away customer … near Bath!  It is 
always a pleasure having customers close 
by, for if - by some strange occurrence - 
there is a problem with the car, it is so 
much easier to get it fixed!   
 
We have for many years – well, since I 
started nearly thirty years ago - drawn our 
parts from all over the world and some 
have been frustrating, in that there are only 
a few suppliers - and for some parts there 
seems only one. A typical example is the 
rear number plate light that has been ‘a 
bain’ for many years, with the quality and 
supply getting worse over time.  So now, 
even ‘late in the day’, I have decided to get 
them made myself. This is a large outlay for 
tooling etc, but I hope that it will be worth 
it ... and that perhaps some owners might 
consider an upgrade to a much better 
looking light.    

So, would you rather replicate the iconic shape in 
‘plastic’ or risk a battle with the tinworm - like this? 

Another ‘scare’ for classics 
enthusiasts… 
 

Peter  Bailey 
outlines some 
behind-the-
scenes activity Chat! 

Original … or replica? 

‘Replication’ surely means : carburetted, air-cooled, flat-four . . . 
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Nick Schon’s  Speedster rises to the occasion  

        – and gets a good flocking . . . 

It's not often you can silence Gerald 
Rigby, but when he took a look at my 
Speedster suspension after I returned 
from my Spanish road trip last summer, 
I achieved the impossible. I had driven 
3000 miles - and to be honest, found 
that there wasn't quite enough 
suspension travel. On a visit about 
something else, Gerald took a look and 
was amazed at how little travel I had. 
 
As a rule, I put looks and therefore stance, 
on a high pedestal. I knew my 356 was low 
and I had the scuffed exhaust brackets to 
show for it. But it's something I lived with 
because it looked so great. The long trip 
made me think again. When Gerald 
regained consciousness I told him that I'd 
look into it. 
 
So, after Christmas I booked the 356 into 
Kingfisher in Birmingham. They prepped it 
for the Spanish trip and had impressed me 
with their attention to detail. It was running 
better than ever before, so although they 
are a hundred miles away, they got the job 
of  raising  her  up  an  inch  or  two. I know, 
I know,  it's  a  job  an  amateur  can  do,  
but my  garage  was  freezing  and  I  just  
didn't fancy it. 
 
It turned out not to be quite straight 
forward, so I'm rather glad I didn't try to DIY 
it. A week later I caught the train back up, 
to hear a tale of cutting and welding, but 
the car was 1.5 inches higher. It still looked 
great,  but  the  extra suspension travel has  

 
 
 
 
changed the driving experience a lot. I wish 
I had done it sooner. It's all balanced and 
cambered correctly now. I hate to admit it, 
but Gerald was right. 
 
Another job has been occupying the winter 
months. The fitted luggage I made is great, 
but although it's strapped in on the bench 
seat, it gradually works its way forward. So 

I made a replacement tray, with a 
lip for it to sit on so it's a little lower 
and held in place by the front 
curve. It's glass-fibre and I'm 
getting it finished in black flocking 
to match the inside of the cases. 
 
As soon as it warms up I'm also 
going to f inish the front 
compartment lining. I've often felt 
the front compartment isn't as nice 
as, say, Singer make the 911's 
they produce. I'm not trying to 
emulate their fine standards, but I 
can make a liner in sections that 
will improve the look. So that's 
what I've done. The sections just 
need finally checking for fit before 
they too, get completely flocked. 

Compare the Speedster’s stance here with          
that in the title pic . . . 
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As a relatively new Speedster Club 
member I’ve been looking forward to some 
“How-to’s” in the Club magazine - but 
haven’t seen any yet. Well, there’s only one 
way to sort that out: crack open the laptop! 
 
I should imagine that 90% of owners’ builds 
will be the same - and its the small things 
that are different. As this is most likely the 
case, I’m going to cover how I approached 
the foglight on my car – or, more 
specifically, how I tackled the IVA 
requirement for the foglight to only be 
operable when the lights are on and are 
turned off via a switch.  Or, alternatively, 
when the lights are turned off or the ignition 
is switched off. 
  
There is an electronic gizmo/magic box of 
tricks that can be bought for around £40 
from some of the kit car suppliers to do the 
job for you. If, like me, you thought this 
sounded expensive for some diodes and 

capacitors and you built a Speedster 
because you wanted something simple, 
then more electronics aren’t desirable. 
 
I thought there must be an alternative, 
maybe a couple of relays might do it? After 
some head scratching I found the answer - 
and all for under a tenner if you don’t have 
the parts already. 
 
For this solution you will need a regular 
relay (the same kind you would use for a 
horn or lights), a push-to-make switch, a 
push-to-break switch, some wire and 
connectors. I mounted my switches in a 
small project box from Maplins as I didn’t 
want lots of holes in the dash, after the IVA 
test I’ll replace the box and this circuit with 
a regular on/off switch. 

 
Hopefully you would have already fed your 
low current light switch circuit from the 
ignition-on supply, as you will need this set-
up to kill the power for the lights when 
ignition is turned off. From this low-power 
circuit you can feed the foglight On and Off 
switches. The On switch will be a push-to-
make (it can be a push-button, rocker or 
toggle) and the Off switch is push-to-break; 
it feeds power to the relay at terminal 30, 
which is dead until the 85/86 circuit is 
powered. 

If anyone doesn’t know, the relay contains 
two circuits, the first low current circuit 
(85/86) activates an electromagnet.   When 
it’s powered, the magnet switches on the 
other circuit; a heavy duty switch which 
allows high power to flow through to your 
power hungry lights or motors.  
 
The On switch output goes to the 86 
terminal, terminal 85 goes to ground. 
Terminal 87 on the relay feeds the foglight  
and also is fed back to terminal 86. The 
foglight may still need its own power relay if 
it draws a lot of current. 
 
The clever bit of this circuit is that it is all 
dead until the push-to-make switch (ON) 
sends a pulse of power to the relay, which 
then starts to self energize - allowing power 
through to the foglight. Pushing the push-to
-break switch (OFF) cuts the power and the 
relay can no longer feed itself and the 
foglight. Turning the lights off or turning the 
ignition off has the same affect. 
 
If you use this circuit you will save yourself 
£30; that’s half a tyre! 
 
[Many thanks for that, Gavin.  Let’s hope 
you’ve inspired others to share their hints 
and tips with fellow members... that surely 
is what a ‘club’ is all about!  Ed] 

  Shedding light on            

a foggy subject . . . 

Gavin Lusby  
relays the info 
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Good morning, fellow members.  

I’m writing this and looking out 

over the snowy lawn...  The Dream 

Factory is looking stark, with my 

‘new’ retro fuel pump now in place.  

The finishing touch to the outside 

will be the sign-writing to the 

doors (as per the “engine sheds” at 

Brooklands). 

In the workshop, Speedy is 

slumbering under its cover.  I 

started it and ran it last week.  It 

sounded great.  It should be sitting 

on my new four poster lift, but I’m 

still running behind.  Still working is a 

blight on my car life.  There is just 

never enough time.  The Lancia D24 

108 is sitting next to Speedy.  A lot 

has happened on this.  Thanks to 

National Registrations it now sports 

the plate D24-LRR.  I have installed 

heated seats and various other ‘Len’ 

refinements.  It really is quite a 

stunning little car… 

 

Apparently, I have been dubbed “Mr 

Stickerman” by one of the staff 

writers of a popular Kit Car 

magazine.  I can only take this as a 

compliment!! 

 

Pearl and I have been talking of our 

plans and programme for the coming 

year.  So far these are the venues I 

- or we - will be attending, not 

necessarily in correct order! 

Stoneleigh Park for the kit car 

Motor Show, Brooklands, The AGM

(?), The Retro Festival at Henstridge 

and the great Retro Festival at 

Newbury Showground. You are mad 

not to attend this amazing, free, 

extravaganza! 

 

With Kev and Emma Llewellyn we are 

going to do the Grand Prix de l’ge d’ol 

in Dijon.  It’s an eight day trip which 

takes in some great classic car racing 

and some touring of the surrounding 

wine regions.  What’s not to enjoy? 

 

We are also booked in for the 

Silverstone Classic weekend and we 

will probably finish the season with 

the Goodwood Revival. 

 

Obviously, in between these I hope 

to do some other outings.  The 

problem with working and an army of 

children and grand-children, it  does 

tend to cramp one’s style! 

 

All four replicas have wintered well.  

Speedy and the D24 in the Dream 

Factory, with the F355 and the DTM 

Mercedes in my very obliging 

neighbour’s double garage.  I have a 

couple of jobs to do on the F355, but 

thankfully, nothing major.  The DTM 

has developed an annoying habit of 

illuminating the Engine Management  

warning light, but with seemingly no 

adverse running conditions.  I have 

found the answer on Ebay.  An OBD 

diagnostic resetting tool - you 

download the APP to your i-phone and 

then you are able, with the clever 

little “gizmo”, to reprogramme your 

diagnostic centre. 

I have a number of Porsche/

Speedster related items I would like 

to sell.  They are shown below and if 

any members are interested they can 

give me a call (contact details in the 

panel on page 2). 
A rare and 
incredibly  

expensive, (as 
new) book on 
the Speedster 

 

 
A 1960s 
Porsche 

‘dealer gift’ 
leather belt 

A 1960s 
Porsche 

attaché 
case with 
enclosed 

diary 
cover, pen 
and note-

case.   
This is 
apparently 

very rare! Supposed to have been 
given only to special customers 

A perhaps uninteresting newsflash!  

At last, I have ordered my four-post 

lift for the Dream Factory.  Soon I 

will be able to stack the cars one 

above the other! 

 

Let’s be careful out there... 

THE 

RAYNSFORD  
FILES 

Len’s ‘classic fleet’ update 
plus 2018 expectations 

and a very rare 356 and caravan 

A set of 
three 
collectable 

Porsches in 
cases:   
a 356 

Carrera,  
a 356 
Convertible  
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Electric cars and the future.  Not 
the same thing!  This statement will 
upset some people: ELECTRIC 
CARS WILL NEVER HAPPEN.    I 
hear you say, "Of course they will 
happen, it's the future".   
     Let me explain why it will not 
happen, in my opinion.  Battery 
technology, the range of the vehicles 
and the cost.  I’ll elaborate.  
     Electric cars run on Lithium 
batteries, some on Lithium-cobalt 
batteries but all need lithium. There is 
not an unlimited supply of this material 
and if all cars were using them, we 
would quickly run out.  The price then 
goes through the roof.  I was reliably 
informed by one of the leading experts 
in thermodynamics (sorry, can’t name him 
here) that certain multi-national companies 
have been quietly buying lithium mines for 
many years. These companies are based 
in the land of sand, if you get my meaning. 
They saw the writing on the wall many 
years ago and made provision to protect 
their very lucrative industries. They have 
control of the lithium and – more 
importantly – the price of lithium. You can 
guess where that's heading! 
     Also, the same companies – through a 
maze of shell companies – have been 
buying battery technology patents and 
stock piling them. Every time someone gets 
close to their patents they are stamped on 
– or, if it’s totally new – bought out. This 
has restricted the advance of lithium-based 
technology for years. As Nicola Tesla 
showed the world decades ago, there is 
more than enough energy all around us to 
power our houses and vehicles for free, but 
these conglomerates and Governments 
would never let it happen as they can't 
make money from ‘Free’. 
     Currently (forgive the pun) the biggest 
restriction is range. Yes, I know Tesla 
Motors claim 300+ miles but its nowhere 
near that in the real world – and they cost a 
fortune to buy! All of the sub £30000 cars 
have a suggested range of less than 
140miles on a full charge, when new. A 
couple of years ago I went to a classic car 
show at the London Motorexpo and Nissan 
were there giving free test drives in their 
new car, the Leaf. I was told that the car 
had a range of around 112 miles on a full 
charge. I set off on a pre-planned course 
with one of their salesmen and drove for 
seven miles – and the power consumption 
dropped 10%. Pretty good, eh? I asked 

what would be the range in the real world 
on, say a Friday night rush hour, in London, 
in winter? The salesman said he had no 
idea, no-one had ever asked this. Really? 
Hmm... 
     I then asked to do another run. This time 
I turned on the lights, heater, stereo, aircon 
to clear the screen, heated rear window 
and wipers. We got some odd looks from 
pedestrians as it was a sunny day!  We 

completed the same course. After 
some calculat ions  of  power 
consumption, we would have a range 
of 17miles on a full charge!!! That's 
8.5 miles each way. Can you see the 
problem? Hit traffic and there’s no 
regeneration  at an average speed of 
9mph – and this figure drops. Add 
another adult and three children... 
     I spoke to the Chairman of the 
local bus company where I live, who 
had bought several all-electric buses 
due  t o  t he  c l a i ms  o f  t he 
manufacturers. They were hundreds 
of thousands of pounds to buy but 
spent most of their time on charge, not 
getting through a full day. The other 
problem was that they had no heating 
–  no hot water from a radiator system 
to warm passengers. The customers 
complained in their droves that they 

were freezing. The manufacturers fitted 
electric heaters and blowers. Yes, you can 
guess what happened –  and all the buses 
were returned for a refund. 

     None of the motor manufacturers 
mention that, after 300-500 charge cycles, 
the batteries will lose up to 40% of their 
power. This has an opposing effect on 
range also, obviously.  That seventeen mile 
range is not looking good at all.  
     The problem then is that there will be 
hundreds of cars running out of power all 
across the road network, especially in the 
evening rush hour. The roadside 
emergency services will be overloaded and 
refuse to recover electric cars. So you will 
have to pay a fortune to have your leccy 
car recovered to your home, when the 
same scenario will happen again and 
again. Multiply this across the country and 
you have gridlock to the already overloaded 
system.  You can't go to the nearest fuel 
station and get a gallon of electricity in a 
can! The electric car can't be towed as this 
will damage the electric motors. The 
vehicle then has to be trickle-charged all 
night – yes, you can fast charge but you will 
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reduce the longevity of the batteries 
drastically and that brings us on to cost. 
     The average lifespan of a lithium battery 
(if you do not deplete it totally too often, get 
them too hot, overcharge them, etc) is only 
seven years. These will NOT be covered by 
warranty (even by South Koreans) and so 
you will have a bill for replacements in the 
thousands.  
     Then why are companies like Volvo 
going all out for electric? Because they 
have to be seen to be green and doing their 
bit. Secretly knowing it will never happen.  
Also they have no Plan B. There is nothing 
else, nowhere to go. 
     Still think electric is the future? 
     Hybrids are a temporary solution but 
end up too heavy, as you then have not 
only the electric motors but a conventional 
engine, gearbox and drive train. You then 
also have to have a ton of electronics to 
switch between the two, which of course 
saps battery power.  
     So what's this got to do with kit cars? 
Well, our industry can make very light, 
simple cars without all the nonsense of 
main-stream motor manufacturers with their 
shareholders and armies of bean counters. 
If Hybrids - or possibly electric cars - are to 
work, we may have the solution. The cars 
must be super light, strong and desirable. 
They don't have to look like cornflake 
packets with four wheels.  If we can design 
vehicles with a solar panel roof, weighing 
around 500Kgs, vortex wind tunnels in the 
base of the mirrors, braking regeneration, 
slippery aerodynamics, minimal electric 
current drain equipment, rows of batteries 
in the floor - and not make it butt ugly - then 
we have a chance. Tesla Motors started to 
get there, then they gave their customers 
aircon, super sound systems, on-board 
computers, etc, etc.  Doh ... backwards... 
     Perhaps the future of our industry 
depends on people like Stuart mills (MEV) 
and Dragon Electric Vehicles - but they 
need funding, support, encouragement and 
help.  
     Then maybe, just maybe ... it could 
happen. I'll let you guess that outcome. 
 

Richard Bird is a regular columnist in  
TKC Magazine, for which this story was 

originally penned. 

Serial eventer 

John Mercer 

h i g h l i g h t s 
‘other’ events 
for Speedster 
and Spyder 
e n t h u s i a s t s 
during 2018 
 

In the January 2017 issue of 'The 

Speedster', Club Events Co-ordinator 

Tony listed the five ‘official’ Club 

Events for 2017: VolksWorld at 

Sandown Park, The National Kit Car 

Motor Show at Stoneleigh, VW Expo 

at Stonor, Retro Action at Castle 

Combe and the Classic Show at 

Brooklands in July. The Castle Combe 

event was later dropped and Beaulieu 

and Henstridge were added. 
 

I managed to get to Volksworld, 

Stoneleigh and Brooklands but the 

others were too far away for me, so 

I began to look for other interesting 

events and found quite a few.  Diane 

and I live in deepest Kent so this list 

will clearly have a London/South East 

bias - but here are the events I have 

booked to repeat this year and would 

definitely recommend to fellow 

Members. 
 

In April we will be going to the 

Festival of Transport at Chatham 

Historic Dockyard (pictured above)  

on Sunday 1st  & Monday 2nd and the 

Heritage Transport Show  on 

Saturday  7 t h  a t  the Kent 

Showground, Detling. 

On Saturday 5th  and Sunday 6th  May 

I will be parking up with the friendly 

TIPEC crowd for the Donington 

Historic Festival. This is one of the 

best historic motorsport events in 

the UK and there is usually a two-for

-one ticket offer for car clubs ... and 

usually a few Speedsters visiting. 

We enjoyed Motors by the Moat at 

Leeds Castle near Maidstone last 

year and this takes place in 2018 on 

the 12th  & 13th  May - I have booked 

for the Saturday and I believe a 

Detling 

Donington 

Leeds Castle 

Deal 

PERSONALLY   
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couple of other Club Members will 

also be going. This is a spectacular 

venue for a classic car show and you 

get the opportunity to explore the 

castle and grounds. Just hope it's a 

bit warmer this year! 

 

Diane and I enjoyed a number of 

Classic Music and Motors events 

last year - good collections of classic 

cars, great live ‘60s music and 

interesting retro trade stalls - in 

attractive sea-side or other iconic 

locations. 
 

Deal Classic Show - Walmer Green; 

Saturday 26th  May.  Quex Park 

Classic Show - Birchington-on-Sea; 

Sunday 10th June.  Darling Buds 

Show – Bethersden; Sunday 1st  July.  

Whitstable Class ic Show  - 

Tankerton Slopes; Sunday 15th  July.  

Herne Bay Classic - Sea Front; 

Sunday 19th  August. 
 

We've booked to go to 

all of these this year - 

we usually see at least 

one other Speedster 

owner and TIPEC 

usually have a good 

selection of cars at 

these shows. 
 

As ‘Simply Porsche’ at 

Beaulieu is a long trek 

for us we will probably 

be going on the Great 

Bucket & Spade Run  from 

Canterbury to Ramsgate on Sunday 

3rd June, which was one of the events 

we enjoyed most last year - two car 

shows and country road rally in one 

day! 
 

The Bromley Pageant of Motoring on 

Sunday 17th June at Norman Park is 

one of the world’s largest one-day 

classic car shows - and there is likely 

to be a huge number of Porsches; we 

will probably join the TIPEC display. 
 

The Cranleigh Classic Car Show on 

Sunday 12th  August is another show 

with a strong Porsche presence and 

TIPEC involvement. This used to be a 

regular Speedsters Club meet-up, so 

why not give it a try? 
 

The Grand Oldtimer Rally on the 

Leas at Folkestone on Bank Holiday 

Monday, 27th August is another one 

not to miss if you are within striking 

distance of the M20. Met up with 

other Speedster owners and several 

356 owners last year and had a really 

enjoyable day in the sunshine. 
 

On Sunday 9th  September, the Kent 

Classic Car Show takes place at the 

beautiful venue of Aylesford Priory. 

Well  worth  a  visit  if  the  weather 

is OK. 
 

Finally, probably the best event of 

last year for me was the Sywell 

Classic - Pistons & Props event near 

Northampton, which will take place 

this year on 22nd and 23rd 

September. A really enjoyable 

weekend last year, with excellent 

Motorsport and Classic Aviation 

displays - and which was well 

supported on both days by Club 

Members. Do contact me if you are 

interested in attending this year on 

either or both days. 
 

If you go to my own website: 

speedsters.com/events.htm you will 

find links to the organisers’ websites 

for all the events mentioned in this 

article - and links to my photographs 

from last year.  There are details of 

hundreds of events all over the 

country on my events page.  The ones 

mentioned here are those I have 

personally experienced, enjoyed and 

would recommend to other Members. 

Let us know yours for the future. 

Bromley 

Quex Park Darling Buds Whitstable 

Great Bucket & Spade Run 

Cranleigh 
Folkestone 

Sywell 

Aylesford Priory 

RECOMMENDED . . . 

Herne Bay 
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Len’s Dream Factory: page 19 

Cool handling ‘3LLY’: page 12 

Fill your diary: pages 10 & 21 
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