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    3 . . . Boxing Clever 
          A logical base for new Speedster 
 replica? 
 

    4 . . . Old Volks Show 
          Picture a Lycra-clad Tony... 
 

    5 . . . A Lot of Cold Air 
     John gobbles up three 

 motorways. 
 

    6 . . . Shopping Spree 
          Top gear for top people! 
 

   7 . . . Down the Hatch 
         Quickly viewing some old masters. 
 

   8 . . . What Rob Does  
    Long short meetings, breakfasts,       

  emissions and greetings... 
 

  9 . . . Transports of Delight? 
        John doesn’t go far - but catches a                          
 lot of buses. 
 

 10 . . .  Charitable Cause 
          Red hill, blue skies, green grass. 
 

 11 . . .  Steamy Weekend 
         Midwives, farm animals - and old 
 rope. 
 

 14 . . . On a Wing and a Prayer 
    Fond farewells, real fakes - and a 

 coffee table. Must be Len...    

 15 . . . Independent Enthusiasts 
          But John was lapping it up! 
  

 17 . . . Not Len’s Lens 
          Every picture tells a story. 

 19 . . . Real Progress 
         Helped by Fuzzy tv appearance. 

 +       Smiley Face! 
    Tony experiences previously missing 

 buzz... 
 

 23 . . . Finding The Other 80% 
   Two - where now there is one... 
 

 24 . . . Carrying A Canine Sidekick 
         Traffic and jam. But separately. 

 

 25 . . . Remaining? 
         Not what you’re thinking: Tony      
 elucidates. 

+       More Remainders 
    Concluding your understanding. 
 

  26 . . . Full English! 
          Missed the last? Try the next. 
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What you should know about Speedsters & Spyders - the Club! 
Members participate in Club Events entirely at their own risk.  No responsibility is accepted by the Club, the Administrators or 

Officials for any loss or damage howsoever caused.  Information given in this magazine is done so in good faith.  If inaccuracies 
do occur we accept no responsibility for resulting damage to persons or property in whatever form  -  but we will print corrections 

in the issue following notification. 
CLUB ADMINISTRATOR  -  Rob Jones; telephone 01372 842224 or 07767 306355;  

e-mail admin@speedstersandspyders.org.uk 
EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR  -  Tony Tucker; telephone 020-8643 2531 or 07899 654543; e-mail ajt@speedsters.com  

EDITORIAL TEAM  -  Vernon Mortimer & Tricia Sharkey;  telephone 01934 843007  
TECHNICAL CORRESPONDENT -  Len Raynsford; telephone 07831 441817 or  01183 482931;  

e-mail lenraynsford@yahoo.com   

CLUB WEBSITE :  www.speedstersandspyders.org.uk     WEB ADMINISTRATOR  -  John Mercer; e-mail johnm@speedsters.com                    
CLUB FACEBOOK GROUP:  www.facebook.com/groups/SpeedstersandSpyders/ 

FACEBOOK ADMINISTRATOR - Franco Iannotta; e-mail f.iannotta@sky.com      

WANTED: A 550 and a 718 for prestigious indoor 

show in northern Somerset, November 4th/5th. 
YOURS? Contact us at the editorial address. 
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They feel that, by putting together 

the best-looking sportscar body 

Porsche has ever designed and one of 

the best handling Porsche chassis to  

have been built in more recent years, 

they may have a winner on their 

hands. From the advance information 

and photos I have received, they may 

be right.  

 

They call the car the Starke 357 

Revolution Speedster. Hand built on a 

100% modern Porsche chassis the 

Revolution Speedster CS pays 

homage to the iconic 356 while 

bringing it right into the 21st 

century in terms of performance, 

handling and convenience.  

 

The cars are hand-built on a modern 

Porsche chassis to retain the iconic 

design that enthusiasts love, with 

the modern Porsche performance 

that most 356 replica owners would 

dream of. Options up to 351 bhp  are 

offered, together with 6 speed 

manual or PDK gearbox - cars also 

have a modern interior and a power 

hood. 

 

The deal is that you locate an 

appropriate Boxster donor car from 

1998 to 2012 - in LHD or RHD form -  

and get it shipped to Starke. They 

then carry out the conversion in one 

of three performance and trim 

levels: The CS Speedster, the RS 

Speedster  and the Out law 

Speedster. All the versions are 

somewhat larger than the original 

cars, but faithfully maintain the 

proportions of the original design. 

 
The CS - or Classic Speedster - is a 

tribute to the original ‘57 Speedster 

and costs around $35k on top of the 

donor car.  Cars can be built on a 

1998 - 2012 Porsche Boxster donor 

car with either the 2.7 litre, 217 bhp 

or the 3.4 litre, 320 bhp direct fuel-

injection engine. You can also choose 

between the standard 6 speed 

transmission or optional Tiptronic or 

PDK. Cars feature a power top, power 

windows, air conditioning and ABS. 

Starke offer a wide range of options 

including sport exhaust, LED 

headlights and so on and you can 

choose from Porsche modern or 

vintage factory paint colours. Many 

trim options are available, so that 

every Revolution Speedster will be 

unique to a particular customer. On 

the CS version there is also the 

option of a lower windscreen for a 

more authentic 356A Speedster look. 

This is the one I would go for, but I 

would definitely ask for a single rear 

grille, uplighter and teardrop lights 

for a more authentic '57 look. 

 

The cost of the RS Conversion is 

around $40k plus the donor car and 

features a higher level of 

performance. The Outlaw version 

starts at the same cost and has less 

trim and a different look, as shown in 

the image below.  

 

The  contact  at  Starke  

Automotive is: Wade Morrison; 

wademorrison@icloud.com  Their 

telephone number is 303-564-9926 

and their website address is: 

www.starkespeedster.com 

A Starke New Approach to Speedster Replicas 

Story and pictures from  John Mercer 

The original Porsche 356 Speedster is an undisputed icon, recognised 

worldwide for its innovative styling and spirited driving experience. I am 

sure that most Club Members would agree that it is probably the best 

design that Porsche ever created.  Starke Automotive, based in 

Scottsdale, Arizona, USA has come up with a new approach to 356 

Speedster replicas, using a Porsche  Boxster as the donor car and adding 

their interpretation of the 1950s Speedster body.   
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I wasn’t intending going to the 

Volksworld show this year, as the 

new management of the event had 

denied seniors any concession on 

ticket prices.  But, hearing that 

Rob Jones and John Mercer were 

going to attend, I met them in the 

Giro cafe in Esher at 8.30am for 

an  early breakfast. The place 

was, as always, packed out with 

lycra-clad   cyclists - no 

complaints, as Rob and I are 

regular Mamils (though getting past 

the first “M” ! ) ...  

 

The show was much the same as 

usual, with hundreds of stunning 

Dubs and Splitties on display - 

although they all arrived on trailers, 

without a single spot of road dust 

anywhere to be seen! 

 

There were also the usual traders 

present, selling everything imaginable 

for the car or driver, plus an 

excellent autojumble, with several 

dealers from the Continent in 

attendance. 

 

VW clubs were also showing their 

cars outside and I caught up with 

many of my old New Waves VW 

mates, particularly the three Carter 

brothers, now running an outfit 

Sunny Sandown 
Words and pictures by 

Tony Tucker 
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called Coolflo (check out the 

website). These guys are real 

entrepreneurs and know more about 

air-cooled cars than almost anyone I 

know. 

 

Anyway, it was good to get the 

season off to a sunny start. Hoods 

down, lots of air-cooled cars and 

plenty of attention from the public 

for our Speedsters – including a new 

Club member, who is currently 

building a Speedster from scratch. 

Let’s hope for similar weather at 

Stoneleigh... did we get it? Read on! 

Towards the end of March I attended the 
VolksWorld Show, held annually at 
Sandown Park.  Billed as Europe's 
largest air-cooled show, this had a great 
display of a ir -cooled vehicles; 
dominated by Beetles, Karmann Ghias 
and Camper Vans, but also many rare 
VW types and quite a few early 
Porsches. 
 
Tony and I brought our Speedsters and met 
up with Rob in his Convertible D for a 
coffee at the Giro Cafe and then had a 
good look around the show. 

VOLKSWORLD 2017VOLKSWORLD 2017VOLKSWORLD 2017   

Yes, John Mercer was there  
too, camera poised... 
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As well as lots of interesting cars exhibited 
inside the halls, there were many parts and 
supplies stands where you could buy useful 
bits for our cars. I came away with some 
discounted Golden Film oil and a couple of 
oil-change gasket sets, but could have 
bought a whole lot more. 
 
The halls were packed with expensively 
restored cars that had probably done very 

little real-world mileage, but they were 
magnificent! 

There were also some truly over-the-top 
engines that really made you smile, even if 
they were never likely to grace the back of 
a Speedster. 
 
In addition to these halls, there were large 
outside areas with stands and vehicle 
displays by type - Beetles, Vans, early 
Porsches (such as this 912) and other air-
cooled specials. 

The inside halls had dealers from all over 
Europe, selling parts and accessories that 
you did not even know you needed - Tony 
seemed quite pleased with his purchases 
though! 

An interesting day and well worth the drive 
around the M20, M26 and M25 to Esher. 
Although it has not been possible to 
organise a Club parking space for us within 
the show maybe next year we could meet 
up and arrive in a convoy ... so at least we 
all park together in the public car park in 
front of the main building. 

CLUB T-SHIRT  (various colours)  

                            …  £13 

POLO SHIRT (various colours)  

                          … £16.50 

POLO SHIRT (black)  …  £15.50 

SWEATSHIRT (black) … £16.50 

BASEBALL CAP (black, gold logo 

           and script)   …  £8.50 

SKI HAT (black, woolly)  …  £8 

CLOTH BADGE (black, sew onto 

              anything!) …  £8.50 

   TAX DISC HOLDER (pop in a 

       year-related replica disc!)                 

       … 75p 
 

HOW TO ORDER , , , These items 

are available ONLY from the 

Speedsters & Spyders Club HQ 

address (and at selected events).  
 

 Please contact Administrator Rob on 

01372 842224 or 07767 306355  

or e-mail 

admin@speedstersandspyders.org.uk 

for details of availability and how to 

pay.   We carry most items in stock, 

but there may be a short delay if we 

have to reorder from our supplier. 

IF YOU’RE STILL 
WEARING THIS… 

(from 18 years ago!) 

UPGRADE  
   TO THE  
       LATEST 
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This was the first non-Club outing with my Speedster this year - and a very 
enjoyable days experience it was.   

 
The Masters Historic Racing Series is spread over fifteen weekends in 2017 

including Barcelona, Magny-Cours, Spa, Brands, Zandvoort, Estoril, Silverstone 
and The Nurburgring as well as in the USA and Canada. Races feature Historic F1 

Cars, Pre-’66 GT Cars, Pre-’66 Touring Cars and Historic Sports Cars. 
 

I found out on the web that they organise a test day at Brand Hatch at the 
beginning of the season - and that it was completely free to go along as a 

spectator. So I turned up with a friend in the Speedster on March 16th - which 
happened  to  be  a  bright  and  sunny  day - and  found we  could  get  really 

close to the cars and drivers, 
in both the pits and the main 

paddock area. 
 

This year celebrates fifty 
years of the DFV engine and 

to get close to a group of 
period F1 cars at full chat is 

an unforgettable aural 
experience, even for someone 

who is a bit deaf like me.  
 

    Weather permitting, 
I am sure that this 

would make a great 
event and venue for a 

get-together for 
Speedster and Spyder 

owners in the South 
East next year - and I 
will post the details on 

our Facebook page 
when the dates are 

eventually announced. 

Masters Test Day Masters Test Day   
at Brands Hatchat Brands Hatch  

 

member John Mercer reports  

Williams FW07 at speed . . . 

. . . and a nice 911 RS 

Awesome Lola in the pits . . . . . . and on the track 

A load of old Cobras . . . Cortinas too! 

7. 
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One major drawback is that we can have the 
meeting rooms for only an hour. These 
meeting rooms are popular and it is obvious 
that for some clubs a one-hour session is 
sufficient for their AGMs. Perhaps because it 
is one of the few opportunities during the year 
to get so many members together, we have 
always used the event to discuss a whole 
range of matters of general interest to 
members - and one hour never seems 
sufficient for this. So, for next year I believe 
we need a new venue.  

It is not too early to start thinking about it 
now, so all suggestions (preferably by email 
rather than on a postcard) are very welcome. 
 
 For me the selection criteria are 1) venue - 
somewhere there will be something of other 
interest to members as well as the AGM, 2) 
location – readily accessible to as many 
members as possible and 3) amenities - a 
suitable meeting room obviously, but also 
food and refreshments on site and possible 
accommodation nearby for those wishing to 
stay overnight. As an example, the National 
Heritage museum at Gaydon would fit the 
criteria but, as I stated above, we would 
welcome all suggestions. 
 
Moving on to other things,  John Mercer and I 
recently attended the Brooklands Spring 
Classic Breakfast meeting. These are really 
friendly events, which Brooklands hold on a 
number of Sundays during the year and that 
combine a hearty breakfast and a display of 
an eclectic range of classic cars.  I would 

really recommend these events to local 
members and details can be found on the 
B r o o k l a n d s  m u s e u m  w e b s i t e :  
www.brooklandsmuseum.com. It was a 
warm, sunny day and there is something 
special about convertibles on a day such as 
that:  the cars that took my eye were a 
beautiful Aston Martin DB2 convertible and a 
stunning yellow Jensen Interceptor 
convertible.  
 
There are always some items of interest to 
our members in the FBHVC newsletters and 
the latest edition is no exception. Although 
not always applicable directly to Speedsters, I 
know some members have other older 
vehicles as well. I try to summarise the main 
points, but if you wish to see more details 
please go on to the members area of the 
FBHVC website and you will be able to 
download the newsletter as a PDF file. 
 
One ongoing issue relates to MoT testing.  It 
appears that the DfT intends that Vehicles of 
Historic Interest (VHI) over 40 years old will 
have a right to exemption from MoT testing. 
Sweden, which is obliged to follow the same 
EU Directive, has decided that to simplify 
administration, all vehicles over 40 years old 
will be granted exemption from testing.  
 
On this basis I assume it would mean that 
every  Speedster built on a modified Beetle 
chassis would be exempt from testing – 
whether this is desirable is another matter. 
However it appears DfT do not like this 
approach, so are looking to make things 
much more complicated by coming up with a 
strict definition of what constitutes a VHI. 
 
Members living in or near London should 
note that Transport for London (TfL) has 
confirmed its proposals for the Emissions 
Surcharge on the Congestion Charge. It does 
contain an historic vehicles exemption. 

However, the exemption also refers to ‘all 
vehicles built before 1973’ – which should 
apply to the majority of Speedsters and 
Spyders.  
 
There is also an interesting technical article 
based on work carried out at Manchester 
University. Owners of older cars might be 
familiar with the problems of fuel 
vaporisation, causing the engine to stop, or 
prevent it from re-starting. It appears that 
modern petrols are much more volatile than 
the petrols which were produced from the 
1930s into the 1970s.   
 
Modern 95-octane fuels have a distillation 
curve that shows a rapid rise in fuel 
evaporation, with resulting vapour bubbles as 
under-bonnet temperatures rise. It is 
suggested in the FBHVC article that super-
grade petrols may be less volatile and may 
reduce vaporisation problems. 
 
Finally, as always I would like to welcome 
our new members: William Vargo with his 
Apal Speedster - and who is our 1000th 
member since the Club’s inception;  Eugene 

Bennett from New Zealand who is looking to 
build a kit; Lucie Steed with her very pretty 
Chesil Speedster which won our Top Car 
award at Stoneleigh; Nicholas Tinworth, Ben 
Weller, Nick Good, Giles Howard, Mark 
Vincent and Abdulla Boulsien - all with Chesil 
Speedsters; Dan Simpson with his M&W 
Speedster; and Bill Scott, who is preparing to 
build a Pre-A Speedster. A warm welcome to  
all our new members and a welcome-back to 
former member Ian Willett. 

Club Administrator 
Rob Jones 

... this time covers 
venues, classic 

breakfasts, 
surcharges, 

vaporisation  and 
more ...  

Rob’s Ramblings 

There seems to be a lot of administration this time - unsurprising perhaps, because of 
the AGM that we held at Stoneleigh Park this year. The summary minutes appear 
elsewhere but let me first make some general comments. We have held the AGM at 
Stoneleigh before and in some ways it is an ideal venue. It coincides with what has 
traditionally been a well supported event (and it was pleasing to see numbers getting 
back to normal levels after the poor turnout last year - although I suspect this was in part 
due to numerous email and Facebook reminders), the location is readily accessible for 
many members and the meeting rooms are free.  
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This Show incorporated the South 

East Bus Festival and there were 

hundreds of historic buses there, 

many of which were giving rides 

around the vast area of the 

showground.  

We were parked up with a very mixed 

group of classics in one of the 

outside display areas, but there were 

also two huge halls filled with 

gleaming vintage cars and classics.  

As this article’s lead picture shows, 

one hall included a complete town 

layout with radio-controlled vehicles! 

 

I was the only Speedster owner 

there, but met up with the owner of 

a nicely restored 356C 

 

Steam transport was another theme 

and displays ranged from steam 

driven models to huge traction 

engines. 

 

There were also large displays of 

commercial vehicles and tractors - 

and also halls with transport models. 

 

There were some amazing vehicles 

present and I will definitely have this 

on my list for next year. I hope I 

have persuaded you to join me . . . 

The Heritage Transport Show  

- where John Mercer wished he could revert to his childhood . . . 

April opened with another sunny day and - as the Kent Showground at 

Detling is only a few miles away from home - how could we resist another 

top-down day out? 
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On April 9th I went to a small show at 
Redhill Village Hall, not far from Bristol 
Airport. The day started bright with a 
clear blue sky. 
 
I drove over Durdham Downs and 
descended into the Avon Gorge, under 
Brunel’s famous Suspension Bridge and 
over the Cumberland Basin Swing Bridge . 
I then joined the recently opened and 
nearly finished South Bristol Link Road. 
This new route means that I do not need to 
travel through the centre of Bristol and so 
made the journey much easier.  
 
I arrived quite early and soon the field was 
filling up. I was quickly joined by John 
Porter who arrived in his Speedster. We 
wandered around the display, which 
I  estimate consisted of over two hundred 
cars, talking to friends and owners of 
interesting cars - all of whom had 
fascinating stories to tell. 
 
Every type of car was on display, from Ford 
Anglia and Popular to big American trucks, 
saloons and convertibles. There were many 
small, two-seat sports kit cars ... and large 
Humber and Bentley tourers. I was parked 
between a Jaguar XK150 and an Austin 
Healey 3000. There was also a large and 
varied collection of motorcycles; old and 
new, including some racing machines.  
 
The village hall was open for refreshments; 
tea, coffee and even a full breakfast if you 
wanted!  All the profit was going to charity. 
 
This was the first time I had attended this 
event, which takes place twice a year and 
obviously the glorious sunshine brought out 
a huge number of participants .  
 
The journey home was also very pleasant, 
all the traffic going in the opposite direction 
in a continuous jam - leaving my route 
clear. 

SCENIC ROUTE  

to a STUNNING SHOW! 

Gerald Dawson 
takes a  

10. 
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Our next outing with the Speedster 
was to Chatham Historic Dockyard 
on Easter Sunday and Monday.   

This event provided a great 

opportunity for c lassic  car 

enthusiasts to feel nostalgic whilst 

wandering through the wonderful 

maritime heritage site, spend time at 

the funfair and enjoy the street 

entertainment - and visit the 'Call 

the Midwife' film set and Ropery. 

There were several hundred classic 

vehicles - dating from 1890 to 1980 - 

on display and there was also a free 

steam funfair, street acts, walkabout 

p erformers ,  t oget h er  w i t h 

locomotives, steam traction engines, 
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motorbikes, farm animals and many 

vintage and veteran trade stalls. 

There were lots of interesting 

Porsches, including a fine display of 

914s. I also met up with Jim 

Stevenson - who bought 

Simon Hambly's old car. 

This is a very interesting 

venue to visit, with a number 

of historic ships to be 

explored as well as individual 

maritime museums and art 

galleries. This is an annual 

event with good transport 

links and I would recommend 

it to all Speedster and 

Spyder enthusiasts in the 

South East. 

Festival of  

Steam & Transport  
at  

Chatham Dockyard 

John Mercer  
reports from the 
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Well Speedster people, spring has 
definitely sprung and it’s looking good 
for summer (so far).  The 355 came out 
first this year and went straight through 
another MoT.  So that is all good for 
another year.  
  
Speedy was next to rise from its slumbers 
in heated and dehumidified luxury.  A quick 
check-over, wash and service saw us on 
our way to Stoneleigh.  As usual, I was first 
on site.  A great ride up and the car 
behaved beautifully.  A pleasure to have 
decent weather for the show and a 
reasonable attendance for a change.  Still 
no return to the old days of twenty to thirty 
mixed cars. But it was good to meet up with 
old friends and Club members, plus some 
new and returning members. 
 
I was planning on a TIPEC trip but family 
commitments in Shrewsbury took over.  We 
will be at Henstridge next.  
 
I have been watching Speedster sales and 
prices on Ebay.  The prices seem buoyant, 
swinging between £20K to £30K.  But the 
most interesting part is the variety of 
manufacturers: I have seen Covin, Apal, 
Dax, Beck, Pilgrim, Chesil, Vintage, 
Intermeccanica and Banham Metro, plus of 
course the new RCH Greek, very 
expensive versions.  This was a truly 
diverse bunch. 
 
To continue the ongoing discussions of 
replicas, copies and recreations, try finding 
GTO Engineering on YouTube.  It is 
amazing.  The company specialises in 
Ferraris of the ’50-‘60s.  They actually will 
build a complete replica of your multi-
million pound toy from all-genuine Ferrari 

parts, so your Pride and Joy investment 
need never go out. 
 
They will even make (and I mean ‘make’ 
not ‘build’) a Ferrari V12, or whatever 
engine you have in your car.  They will then 
remove the original and store it for you so 
that it never gets worn!! 
 
The MD explains that now parts for those 
cars are becoming impossible to find, they 
are manufacturing their own. 
 
This also puts a different slant on the 
discussions of ‘Real’ or ‘Fake’… 
 
My lovely X-type Jaguar has gone to a new 
home.  My brother-in-law had agreed the 
purchase of it ... unfortunately my mean 
sister put a stop to it!  My local garage who 
service our vans and modern cars loaned 
me their ‘trade plates’ to bring the Jaguar 
back.  On finding out why I needed them, 
the head mechanic said, “Bring it back 
here, I’ll have it.”  With that, he was off 
down  the bank to get the cash.  He had 
looked after the car for the past five years 
and apparently always fancied having it. 

A great end to the story.  At least I know it 
will be well looked after.  The replacement 
for the Jaguar, the DTM replica, had been 
behaving well until  last week when the 
EMS light came on and the car drove home 
dreadfully.  A quick trip to my friendly 
garage.  They reset the control unit and 

now all seems fine.  I will know for sure 
once we have completed our Shrewsberry 
trip this weekend.  I have ordered for it a 
pair of Koni Yellow adjustable rear shock 
absorbers as it tends to bounce a bit on 
undulating roads, causing a rub in the top 
of the wheel arch. 
 
While on the subject of service and repair, I 
MUST urge all Speedster drivers to check 
the rubber steering coupling on the column 
near the steering box.  As a lot of you 
know, this item can split and, worst case 
scenario, you will loose all steering.  BE 
WARNED. 
 
With regard to shows and events; Tony has 
mentioned the Retro Festival on August 
12th and 13th.  It is actually held at the 
Newbury Showground, Junction 13 on the 
M4 – not White Waltham.  For members, 
family and friends, I rate this as the best of 
the year.  Just go online and look.  They 
have camping, caravans and motorhomes 
and the most amazing American super- 
motorhomes.  So you can bring your own 
accommodation.  There are plenty of 
budget hotels locally, plus some quite posh 
ones! 
 
To me I think the show has everything; 
cars, vans, bikes lorries and tanks! Every 
conceivable motorised transport.  There are 
rows of Retro shops and music venues for 
all ages.   
 
Go on, give it a go and meet us down 
there!!! 
 
I have enclosed a picture of a little bit of 
nonsense.  A coffee table made from a 
Ferrari rear wheel, complete with carbon-
fibre stand, Brembo calliper and ceramic 
disc, every house should have one.  
Unfortunately, mine has ended up on the 
patio as ‘she who must be obeyed’ refused 
to allow it into the house… 

THE 

RAYNSFORD  
FILES 

You’ll remember that this is why Len had 
to part company with his beloved X-type: 

However,  a heavily modified M-B AMG 
convertible at Stoneleigh proved that Len 
is not the only person on the planet to 
have such strange tastes... 
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But, just to reassure you that I am NOT the 
hen-pecked other half, I have enclosed 
further pictorial proof of Speedy driving 
through our house to its winter home in the 
Dream Factory.  This is mainly for those 
members who originally doubted when 
reading the Christmas issue that I really 
was crazy! I have still not made time to 
install the four-poster lift up there.  This is 

the penalty of still working full-time and 
having four kids and eight grand-children.  
Ain’t life a bitch!!  
 
I am still waiting to do my stunt flight that 
my son bought for me.  However, I have 
come up with a grand finale for my charity 
fund raising for Muscular Dystrophy.  As 
you know, I did the 1500ft free-fall last year.  

I’m happy I can convince my doctors that 
I’m still sane for one more venture: A WING 
WALK ON A 1932 STEERMAN BIPLANE. 
 
‘Bye for now; stay safe out there! 

More from the very active John Mercer. . . 

 

The Donington  
Historic Festival,  

with TiPEC 

. . . this time he 
points his lens at  

I camped for two nights near the Paddock entrance, in the grounds of the Farmhouse 
Hotel, but could only get the smallest of tents in the Speedster. It was pretty cold and 

windy but I could at least get a hot meal in the hotel! 

This annual event took place on 28th - 30th April, but I attended on only Friday and 
Saturday as I wanted to be at Stoneleigh on the Sunday. 

I had rejoined The 
independent Porsche 

Enthusiasts Club this year, 
so I got to park with them 

inside the track - and I 
must say, they were very 

welcoming.  

Their area was just 
above the Porsche Club 

GB area, so there was 
an excellent collection of 
Porsches off and on the 

track, including some 
lovely 356s. 
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The paddock at Donington is very friendly and accessible and we were able 
to chat to the drivers before seeing them in action. 

There were historic sports car and touring car races all day and the 
TiPEC marquee was often abandoned as we watched the racing 

from the trackside. 

Many thanks to my friends from TiPEC for 
taking the pics of me in my car. 

Saturday lunchtime was the highlight for me as I got to do 
several laps of the track with hundreds of other Porsches. 
My initial glee at being part of this soon turned to serious 

concentration as we actually got onto the track.  

I did not get much sleep that weekend and I was shattered when I 
arrived at Stonleleigh - even more so when I finally got home that 
night after a 420 mile round trip - but a truly memorable weekend. 
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While Tony was getting his Bra off, a whole 
convoy of cars followed, led by new 
member Ketan Hirani who no longer has 
the Chesil he acquired a month or so ago, 
but now owns the beautiful pale blue 
Vintage Speedster previously owned by 
Club Member Bob Wilkinson. Lots of 
original and correct features and the best 
panel shut lines at the Show. 

Anthony Dowdall arrived in his rebuilt 550 
Spyder with its 914 engine and a 5-speed 
gearbox. Lots of nice detail in this car - 
particularly the Banjo wheel, the Vintage 
Speed replica handbrake and the amazing 
exhaust. 

Vernon came in his ex-demonstrator Chesil 
- the ‘Starter Motor’, the one that started 
the Club - and the burgundy paintwork is 
still in superb, original condition after twenty
-five years. 

Next in line was Richard Maxwell's Carrera 
Speedster. The detailing and engineering 
on this car are superb - just what I want my 
car to be when time and funds permit - 
really picks up the spirit of the original 
Speedsters. 

The next car I looked at was Paul Smith's 
Tygan Speedster - I really like his Red 9 
suspension and rack & pinion steering. 

Touring the Halls, there were lots of dealers 
displaying their wares and it was a good 
opportunity to pick up parts and 
accessories that you didn't know you 
needed. Chesil had two cars on display 
which were extremely well prepared, but 
Peter Bailey was nowhere to be found 
while I was there. 

The Pilgrim Stand displayed a car which 
was a prototype of a limited run of ten 
special Speedsters to be produced in 
association with To-Ta Classics (Fuzz 
Townshend) at a price of (only!) £39,995. 
They are also offering a Speedster Kit, but I 
am a bit suspicious of the level of support 
they can give builders in negotiating the 
IVA process. 

When Pilgrim say things like "a stunning 
replica of the 1959-1962 (T5 Body) 356B 
Porsche Speedster" my confidence falls 
further. Club Members will know that only 

The National Kit Car Motor Show  
-  Our Club Day as it developed, 

seen through the lens of  John Mercer 

As you can see from how the front row formed, I arrived shortly after Len Raynsford 
and Gerald Rigby - having driven down from the Donington event. Soon we were 
joined by Tony Tucker in his always immaculate car and Rob Jones in his 
magnificent Intermeccanica. 
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pre-A and 356A Speedsters existed and 
they were only produced between 1954 
and 1958. No such thing as a 356B 
Speedster.  
 
Lucie Steed won the 'Best Car in Show' 
award and the Silver Salver was presented 
by Rob Jones. Lucie's car was absolutely 
immaculate and had every extra that 
Chesil could supply. Here is a picture of 
Lucie's car, with Paul Newton-Smith's 
wonderful (and genuine!) 356C in the 
background. 

Gerald Rigby received the well deserved 
Highly Commended prize of a year's free 
subscription to TKC Magazine for his 
amazing Street Beetle Speedster which he 
started to build 27 years ago . . . 

This car has a Porsche engine from a 
356C and many Porsche parts, including 
suspension & brakes and a 901 dog-leg 
gearbox. 
 
I've chatted with John Jackson before, but 
had never seen in the flesh the Chesil 
Convertible D he took over from Rob 
Jones. Perfect black paintwork and the 
perfect registration number: POR 356A. 

A person whose car I have admired from 
afar but never met is Michael Kempster. I 
talked to Michael about all the original 
parts he had sourced for his lovely red 
Speedster and he has been adding new 
parts and original features over many 

years - most impressive of all, for me, was 
the under-dash handbrake - just as on the 
original.  Brilliant car!  The amazing thing 
about these shows is the ideas and 
inspiration you pick up from seeing what 
other enthusiasts have managed to do with 
their cars. 
 
Tony Woodfield's lovely red Banham 550 
was another welcome arrival. I have not 
seen Tony since the Sywell event and his 
car looked as good as ever. 

Kate and Paul Blewitt's car was another 
immaculate silver Chesil. 

Here’s Ian Roy's immaculate Chesil 
Speedster, with rather neat hood cover. 

Wandering around the Show I came across 
this 550 Spyder - I do not have a record of 
the owner, who is not a Club Member - yet. 

This was a huge event covering a very 
large area and I spent a couple of hours 
exploring the various Club pitches - all very 
well supported. 

As Rob has reported in his Ramblings, we 
held our AGM in one of the seminar rooms 
in the main building and discussed 
finances, events, our website and 
FaceBook presence and membership 
recruitment. We probably need to have 
extra time next year to have a more in-
depth discussion about how the Club could 
develop and grow. 
 
After a last look around the cars, people 
started to make their way home. I'm afraid I 
had my hood up almost all of the way, but 
the Speedster did well on what was my 
longest round-trip to date. 
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Hello again Speedster enthusiasts. 
 

Many of you will remember that, following 
the re-launch of the Pilgrim Speedster at 
the Stoneleigh Show last year, we then 
introduced the car to you in an article for 
the magazine.  Following the 2017 show, 
we would like to take this opportunity to 
let  you know that manufacturing has now 
started ! 

At last, as a result of our collaboration with 
Fuzz Townshend and Dave Tassell of To-
Ta Classics Ltd, the team behind the very 
popular TV programme ‘Car S.O.S.’ which 
airs on the National Geographic Channel,  
Pilgrim Motorsports are taking deposits for 
a Limited Edition run of ten Pilgrim 356 
Speedster SSS models. 
 

This exciting replica combines the elegance 
and timeless design of the outstandingly 
beautiful 1957 original with modern 

engineering upgrades and performance to 
match. 
 

The 356 SSS will be available in a choice 
of two metallic colours with contrasting 
leather trim, state-of-the-art fully 
independent front and rear suspension with 
coil-over shocks, that give a level of 
handling not experienced before in a 
Speedster replica.  
 

Front disc brakes will arrest the road speed 
of the Speedster’s powerful Twin Port 
1600cc engine - which breathes through 
twin Weber single choke carburettors, 
giving aggressive yet smooth and very 
adequate performance. 

With prices of the originals now making 
ownership a pleasure afforded only to the 
mega wealthy, take this opportunity to 
order your own unique piece of replica 
motoring enjoyment for just £39,950 (on the 
road). 
 

Pilgrim Motorsports can be contacted at our 
factory on 01273 493860.  We all look 
forward to meeting you.  Best Wishes from 
all The Team at Pilgrim. 

PILGRIM’S PROGRESSPILGRIM’S PROGRESSPILGRIM’S PROGRESS   

[ I know, I know. But it had to be said  –  Ed ] 
After several years of poor 

weather and even poorer 

attendance, the National Kit Car 

Motor Show was much improved 

this year. In terms of the 

number of clubs, cars and 

dealers attending, it was still 
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Stoneleigh Park  2017   
– “That’s Better!” 

exclaims a much happier Tony Tucker 

nothing like the old days, but 

the weather was bright - though 

a touch windy - and our Club 

cars were present in more like 

the old numbers, around 20 

turning up on the Sunday, 

although not all at one time. 

We did not invest in a marquee this year, given the cost and 

lack of use in recent years, but our site was full of 

Speedsters of various types, plus a couple of Spyders, which 

have been conspicuous by their absence recently. There were 

several new members present, which was most welcome - and 

we had a good turnout for the AGM, which was held in one of 

the specialist rooms at the Showground. 

 

Among the many fine cars on our site were the self-built, but highly original, Speedsters of Gerald Rigby and Michael 

Kempster. New members’ cars included a Vintage Speedster in Meissen Blue with full white-wall tyres, a beautiful new 

blue car with matching interior and elegant tyres with a narrow white-wall, plus the gold Speedster of Lucie Steed, which 

won the Best In Show award. It must be said, however, that this was a very narrow result, because other cars, notably 

the blue Speedster mentioned above, ran it so close that in the end it came down to almost the toss of a coin.  Gerald 

Rigby was given Highly Commended status on account of the enormous work that he has put in over the years to build his 

car into a quite superb Speedster (registration number 34 TT) with many original Porsche parts, sourced from around 

the world. Alas, this fine car is now up for sale and Gerald may soon become Speedster-less!  My advice – get in quick, 

because this car is a bargain. 
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In the halls were the usual traders and kit car and replica manufacturers, including Chesil and Pilgrim; the latter 

featuring the launch of a new “Limited Edition” Speedster, created - they proclaimed - because of the overwhelming 

success of their Speedster re-launch last year. Hmm . . . 

 

The number of traders’ stalls may have been down on former years, but Stoneleigh Park is always a great place to get 

bargains of a variety of things that one might not always associate with a car show. So I ended up with garden gloves 

at £2 (a quarter of what they would charge at my local garden centre), a couple of magnetic screw/nut/pin holders, a 

new front number plate (nice looking and only £15) and my usual supply of new cleaning cloths and Meguiar’s polishes. 

 

We had a good number of visitors to our site and there was a buzz about the place that has been missing in the last 

couple of years. The Show is, however, still much less busy and vibrant than it was some years ago, but I came away 

with a much more positive feeling about the Show and the Club and I think we will now definitely be back at Stoneleigh 

Park again next year.  
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I estimate that there are around 700 
Speedster replica owners in the UK and 
fewer than 20% of these have become 
Club Members - and our membership 
numbers increase only slightly each year. 
Some new membership applications come 
from word of mouth when members sell 
their cars or talk to other enthusiasts, but 
mainly through our FaceBook page and 
Website. 
 
We have a change of members each year 
as people sell their cars and this occurs 
both at the younger age range - where it 
becomes impractical as a family car - and 
at the older end of the age scale (that's 
me), when there may be mobility or health 
difficulties. But I want to encourage all 
members to be more involved in recruiting 
new members. 
 
Our FaceBook presence has helped recruit 
some new members and more come from 
car shows and events, where people who 
may be interested in buying or building a 
Speedster get to talk in depth to another 
enthusiast who owns one. 
 
When I go to car shows I rarely stay with 
my car all the time and often miss 
opportunities to talk to other enthusiasts 
who may be interested in becoming 
members. I tried an experiment last year 
where I left a dispenser of information 
sheets as 'Please Take Ones' on the car, 
which had details about the Speedster and 
the Club - with email, telephone and web 
addresses. 

I have been able to trace only three new 
members coming from this - I hope there 
are more. Although this sounds a 
pathetically small number, if all members 
going to events and shows in their 
Speedsters did the same, we could double 
our numbers quite quickly. 
 
So please think about it - I have a template 
A4 Word Doc which when printed can be 
cut into convenient 1/3 A4 slips. Just email 
me at johnm@speedsters.com for a copy 
 
I am also trying to make our website more 
effective as a recruitment channel, whether 
people find us direct in a search engine or 
link through from our FaceBook page. This 
means more details of members and their 
cars, more technical information, and more 

up-to-date information on books and 
suppliers. All this can only happen with the 
co-operation and support of Club Members.  
I am more than happy to make the updates 
as long as I receive your input. I spend 
hundreds of hours each year working on 
our Website and FaceBook page and a few 
more won't hurt me . . . 

More Members Please ! 
Everything we do as a Club would make more sense if we had larger membership numbers, claims Web Administrator 
John Mercer.  Although our Website and FaceBook presence are virtually free to run, our excellent Magazine is expensive to 

print and post in small numbers and uses up almost all of our subscription income. Doubling or trebling our membership would 
enable us to do a lot more by, for example,  reducing the unit costs associated with the magazine. 

Not only, but also . . . 
 

Another significant factor regarding 
magazine costs is the amount of 
advertising revenue we receive.  
Traditionally, the philosophy behind this is 
that we major on editorial content and 
keep advertising to a minimum.  However, 
following the initial point John makes 
above, perhaps we should extend the 
number of pages we give over to 
advertisements.  These have always been 
taken up pretty much exclusively by 
insurance companies as this is something 
all Speedster and Spyder owners need!  
You will notice in this issue that we are 
now down to only two of the major 
providers; perhaps we should be thinking 
of other essentials relating to Speedster 
ownership and chase up those.  It would 
be really helpful if you could suggest 
possible companies that you have had 
dealings with and have impressed you.  If 
so, contact the Editorial Team with their 
details - and if you have dealt with a 
specific person, then that person’s name 
would be helpful for an initial introduction.             
    — Ed 

Don’t miss your opportunity to feature in our historic next issue. 
We’re celebrating with a bumper edition - if you write it! 

The deadline is 4th September and our contact details are on page 2. 
What memorable moments have you enjoyed / endured with your 

Speedster or Spyder over the past 25 years?               TELL US ALL! 
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BLOOD, GUNS AND POTHOLES 

The weather was fine and sunny so 

there was a good turn out of 

exhibitors and visitors.  In addition 

to cars there was a big display of 

tractors and lorries plus military 

vehicles with owners in full uniform 

carrying their weapons. 

 

There were stalls selling everything 

from autojumble to jam. There was a 

vintage tea room with tea made in 

teapots, an unusual sight these days. 

The British Legion Motorcycle Club 

were there - and so were the ‘Blood 

Bikes’, which deliver blood for 

hospitals to transfuse. 

 

I naturally spent my time around the 

car display, enjoying the variety of 

models and chatting to owners and 

visitors alike. I particularly liked the 

Morris Commercial, restored and sign

-written... and the little Ford 300E 

van like the one I learnt to drive in. 

 

In the steam show there was a 

Stanley Steamer alongside the steam 

rollers and traction engines. A lot of 

miniature steam traction engines 

were driving in the show ring, all 

made in infinite detail by their proud 

owners. 

 

A Peugot single-cylinder from 1905 

caught my eye, beautifully restored 

and driven by its owner. A bright 

blue Daimler 3 seater convertible 

was shining in the sun, as was a lovely 

Triumph Roadster. An Austin Ten 

Clifton was alongside a Riley RM and 

- whatever has member   

Gerald Dawson  Gerald Dawson  Gerald Dawson     
been up to? 

On the 13th  and 14th  of May I attended the Little Vintage Show at Cambridge in Gloucestershire. 
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in front of a Vauxhall Velox was a 

Morris Two-Seater.  

 

The rider of the ex-AA motorcycle 

had the sidecar altered to 

accommodate his large black dog! 

There was a large contingent of 

motorcycles of all ages and sizes and 

numerous stationary engines chuffing 

away, driving an assortment of farm 

machinery. 

 

At the end of the day I returned 

home having enjoyed my visit, marred 

only by the state of the A38 – I was 

jumping from pothole to pothole and 

trying to avoid the trench left by the 

cable laying. 

The Blackmore Vale Revival takes place 
over the weekend you should be receiving 
this magazine, so if you haven’t already 
booked a place I guess you’re too 
late!  Many classic car clubs are attending 
and there will be some air displays, plus 
other attractions as well. This year's show 
will feature a fly-past by a Spitfire, among 
other things - and dressing up in vintage 
costume (à la Goodwood Revival) is 
welcomed! At the time of writing Paul 
Smith, John Porter, Gerald Dawson, Martin 
Burge and Len Raynsford have booked … 
maybe more in the interim … 
 
After this, there is the Brooklands 
Retrojumble and Classic Car Show on 
Sunday 23rd July, for which I will book a 
Club site - but again, I'd like to know who's 

going, so that I can book the right amount 
of space. I have heard from no-one so far. 
 
Gerald Dawson will be attending an event 
on Sunday, 30th July at Castle Combe - a 

"Family Sports Car Day” organized by the 
Bristol Motor Club. If you want to meet up, 
let me know and I’ll put you in contact with 
Gerald.  
 
Len Raynsford and Paul Smith will be going 
to the Retro Festival at Newbury. It 
features classic cars, speed, steam, 
planes, bands, dancing, etc and takes 
place on 11th, 12th and 13th August, but I'm 
not sure which day they are going, so 
check with Len (see Who’s Who on page 2). 

 
John Mercer and others are attending the 
Footman James Pistons and Props 
Classic at Sywell, Northants, on 23rd and 
24th September. Contact John or check 
FaceBook for more information - I believe 
he has booked some space there. 

Last issue we started the 
list of Qs & As that  Club 

insurance partner 
Footman James has 

compiled to give  
members a greater 

understanding of how 
their insurance works.                

Welcome to Part Two  
 

Q: How old do I have to be to become a 
member and insure my own car? 
A: The Club encourages members of all ages 
so, once you are a member and have held a 
full licence for at least a year, you can apply 
to use the FJ Club Insurance Scheme. 
 

Q: Can I use a specialist garage to repair 
any accident damage? 
A: Yes. FJ and FJ’s insurer, Ageas, recognise 
that customers want to handle their claims in 
different ways; therefore, Ageas allow you to 
choose how your claims are handled. Your 
policy does allow you to select a garage of 
your choice - for example, if you always take 
your vehicle to your own trusted mechanic, you 

can. If you do not have a preferred garage, 
Ageas can recommend one of its preferred 
repair centres or you can have the option of 
taking a cash-in-lieu settlement. This is where 
Ageas pay you the repair costs for the vehicle 
and you can repair it yourself. The choice is 
yours. 
 

Q: What is ‘limited mileage’ and what 
happens if I exceed it? 
A: It is possible to agree on a set limited 
mileage when taking out the policy. The lower 
the mileage level agreed generally lessens 
the risk of an incident, which usually reduces 
the premium. If you do exceed the mileage 
limit that you agreed, your cover may be 
invalid so it’s important to contact FJ customer 
services and ask to discuss a ‘top up’ of 
mileage. 
 

Q: What happens if I were to lose my car 
keys? 
A: Your policy allows you to add ‘Lost Keys’ 
as an additional benefit by choice from the 
FJ+ cover options. For just £10, key cover can 
be added, this will allow an engineer to call 

on site, repair/replace your locks or provide 
onward transport as appropriate. 
 

Q: I renew my insurance each year, is there 
any ‘Best Practice’ in doing this?  
A: Renewing or buying insurance need not be 
a chore, your car is a valuable and cherished 
asset so the best cover that fits your needs 
and at a price you are comfortable with is 
important. There are a number of things to do 
to make the purchase easier:  
1. What cover do you need or want? Road or 
laid up, breakdown for UK or EU, additional 
drivers etc.  
2. Have your car V5 etc and any old policy 
documents to hand when you either go online 
or call an insurer. 
3. How many miles do you realistically need 
to cover?  You might be surprised to realise 
you do less than you presently have.  
4. All insurance is not the same, always read 
your quotation or documentation in detail - or, 
list any questions you might have and ask our 
dedicated and knowledgeable staff at the 
time of purchase. 

Tony Tucker outlines  

REMAINING 

  ‘17 EVENTS 
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On Sunday 21st May a number of our 

members were due to meet near 

Brooklands to travel in convoy to this 

event and park as a group. In the end 

only Rob and I turned up, so we had a 

convoy of two and parked in the 

sunshine near the Museums. 
 

There were a lot of interesting cars 

parked up including some nice 

Porsches, Alpha-

Romeos and Ferraris. 
 

The Test Hill was in 

action from about 

10:30am and dozens 

of cars tried to make 

as much speed as 

possible up the hill 

w ithout  actua l ly 

taking off at the top! 
 

After a pleasant morning Rob set off 

home around lunchtime - and I 

followed early in the afternoon, with 

a top-down run back to Kent. 
 

The Autumn Classic Breakfast takes 

place on the 29th October and I 

hope to make it if the weather is 

reasonable (details on the Brooklands 

website and our FaceBook Group 

Page). 

Brooklands Classic Brooklands Classic Brooklands Classic    

Spring BreakfastSpring BreakfastSpring Breakfast   

John Mercer John Mercer John Mercer    
reports from the  

These breakfast meetings are a great idea; park your vintage or classic car in the paddock or around the 

historic buildings, have a hearty breakfast in the original Clubhouse and spend the morning admiring the cars 

and motorbikes on show. 
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